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      Called the Rural Student Physician Program, this alternative longitudinal educational
track has placed third-year UICOMP medical students in rural sites across Illinois to learn
medicine over the past 20 years – with some great outcomes. 
      Students accepted into the program live in the community and learn medicine through
one-on-one teaching with physicians across many specialties over a 28-week period.
Because RSPP students are the only medical students at the rural sites, they typically have
greater hands-on clinical experiences and are able to follow patients longitudinally, i.e.
seeing an expectant mother for a routine check-up and possibly later helping with their
baby’s delivery.
      “Classroom and clinical training alone is not enough to prepare, attract and retain new
physicians to practice in a rural community,” says James Barnett, MD, UICOMP’s Director
of the Rural Student Physician Program. “They need to be immersed in the community and
RSPP has been fairly effective at achieving that.”

BY THE NUMBERS – UICOMP RURAL STUDENT PHYSICIAN PROGRAM:
      •  85 alumni
      •  24 teaching sites across Illinois over the past 20 years

OF THE 66 STUDENTS WHO HAVE COMPLETED RSPP AND RESIDENCY:
      •  53 percent are practicing in Illinois
      •  56 percent are practicing in rural communities
      •  54 percent are in primary care specialties

      The UICOMP program was modeled from a similar longitudinal program in Minnesota
and began under the leadership of former Family & Community Medicine Chair Dr. John
Halvorsen. Since then, the program has continued to grow with stewardship by Dr. Barnett,
who noted they had a record nine applicants for the 2017-18 school year.
      Dr. Tom Golemon, UICOMP’s Chair of Family & Community Medicine, said he hopes
to see the program continue to expand, including possibly introducing students into the rural
community practices earlier during their medical school career.
      “I certainly would not be where I am today without the experience I got from RSPP,”
said Chris Miles, MD, a 2004 RSPP Alum, who now is a practicing physician and Assistant
Professor in the Department of Family and Community Medicine at Wake Forest
University, where he also is the Associate Director of the Sports Medicine Fellowship.
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