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The need for PRC’s specialized services is at an all-time high. 
Within the last year, more than 500 Central Illinois children were 
evaluated by PRC’s expert staff, a 29-year high.  Thanks to you and 
your continued support of PRC’s mission, PRC’s staff were able to 
provide outstanding medical care for the youngest victims of abuse 
and neglect.  Your support of our mission made this possible.  Sadly 
in the first 3 months of this fiscal year, our staff continues to receive 
a record number of referrals for young children in need of our 
services.  

We are excited to invite you to join us for Harvesting Hope 2022, 
a harvest-themed event to raise funds for Pediatric Resource 
Center’s unique child-friendly medical and social services while 
enjoying a casual night of food and fun with friends. Sponsorship  
and underwriting opportunities are still available. I hope you will 
take an opportunity today to make a commitment to help abused 
and neglected children.

Inside this newsletter, you can find out how PRC is working to 
improve child sexual abuse evaluations across the country through a 
partnership with the Midwest Regional Children’s Advocacy Center.  
You will also find important updates regarding PRC’s specialized  
services and a few new ways to help ensure that PRC services  
are available for children who need them most.  

Our staff and patients are forever grateful to you for your 
support of PRC services because without you, PRC’s services  
simply are not possible.

Your Support Makes It Possible

Stephanie Johnson 
PRC Executive Director

Opportunities to support PRC services:
•  Attend Harvesting Hope 2022, a fall-themed 
event that supports PRC’s child-friendly 
medical services for children.

•  Select an item from our Amazon Wish List 
to ease a young child victim’s experience 
while at the PRC

•  Make a monthly donation to support the 
creation of outreach clinics throughout the 
region

•  Donate gas cards for patient families who 
must travel to PRC for specialized services



PRC Offers Unique 
Learning Experience

The Pediatric Resource Center is collaborating 
with the Midwest Regional Children’s Advocacy 
Center (MRCAC) to provide much-needed clinical 
preceptorship for medical providers of child sexual 
abuse evaluations.  In this unique educational 
experience, providers receive on-site training and 
support through simulation and observation at the 
Pediatric Resource Center’s outpatient facility in 
Peoria, IL.



According to Kim Martinez MRCAC’s Program Coordinator, 
Midwest Regional Child Advocacy Center’s goal is for the 
Child Abuse Medical Preceptorship (CAMP) program to 
increase access to quality medical care for victims of child 
abuse by providing practitioners with hands‐on technical 
skills, training, and mentorship.

PRC’s model of pairing social workers with advanced 
knowledge of child maltreatment with physicians and  
nurse practitioners with expertise in child sexual and 
physical abuse evaluations ensures that PRC’s patients 
receive outstanding medical and social services for the 
region’s most vulnerable children. Stephanie Johnson, 
PRC’s Executive Director, reports “We are so excited to offer 
this unique training opportunity as a way to improve the 
care young victims of child sexual abuse receive across the 
country. Providers of this most sensitive of examinations 
have the opportunity to honor the victim’s experience 
and promote mental and physical healing by providing 
child‐friendly, patient‐centered care in a confident and 
competent manner.” Johnson reports since July 2022 PRC 
has hosted medical providers from Pennsylvania, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, New York, and Iowa/Minnesota.  

Claudia Plumer, one of PRC’s nurse practitioners who is also 
a Pediatric and Adolescent Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner, 
says, “It is an honor to serve as a clinical site for the  
Midwest Regional Child Abuse Medical Preceptorship 
(CAMP) program. The CAMP program is instrumental in 
providing hands‐on experience and support to clinicians 
who provide care to children who have experienced sexual 
abuse. Many clinicians, especially those in rural areas, 
do not have the benefit of robust hands‐on training or 
peer support, both of which are essential components in 
providing quality care for children who have experienced 
sexual abuse. Working with learners in the CAMP program 
has increased my own awareness of barriers that exist 

for families and clinicians alike throughout the country. 
I enjoy working with the learners and always love to see 
the lightbulb moments when something comes together 
in their mind, whether it is during simulation sessions, 
working through case studies, or just from talking through 
various scenarios. The learners who come to us through the 
CAMP program have a genuine passion for this work and 
truly want to increase their knowledge and improve their 
skill set to provide the best care possible, which is really 
what it’s all about.”

We look forward to sharing PRC’s unique, child‐friendly 
model with many other medical providers from all around 
the USA in the coming months and years.  

Lydia Beers, a recent student from Pennsylvania, 
shared her thoughts on the learning experience, 
“Going into my preceptorship, I had anxiety 
about learning and working with new 
people, the staff at PRC eased my mind 
and taught me so much in the process. 
The knowledge I have gained during my 
preceptorship is knowledge I can take 
back home and utilize. The work I will be 
doing when I get back home would not be 
possible without the wealth of knowledge 
and expertise from the staff at the Pediatric 
Resource Center.”  

Our Exams for Concerns  
of Sexual Abuse Are:
• Child-friendly and pain-free
• Evidence informed
• External only - no speculum
•  Supported by a Case Coordinator, 

always in the room providing comfort, 
distraction, and guidance



In Memory of Richard M. Jansen
    Patricia Schaub and Jacqueline Mai
In Memory of Patricia Hagenbach
    Barbara and Joseph Henderson
In Memory of Larry Lovell
    Paulette Lovell

In Memory of Stu Sapp
   Rachel Gudeman
In Memory of Judy Lackey
    Dr. Heather McLaughlan
In Memory of Ryne Hofmann
    Deborah and Rolin Hofmann

In Honor of Stephanie Johnson
   by Cheryl and Jay Peterson    
In Honor of Jamie Ragan
   by Janã and Jeff Stevens    
In Honor of Dr. Kay L. Saving
   by Cindy Meyer    

Memorials & Honoraria

We are excited to introduce you to our newest  
additions to the Pediatric Resource Center:

Tori Odhiambo-  
Joined us in May 2020 in the role of Research Associate

Christine Parrott-  
Joined us in July 2021 in the role of Case Coordinator

Danielle Keime-  
Joined us in April 2022 in the role of Office Manager 

The Pediatric Resource Center is very appreciative of 
the long-standing relationships we have had with the 
following agencies that have supported PRC with grant 
opportunities:

• Department of Children and Family Services
• City of Peoria
• City of Peoria – COVID
• Community Foundation of Central Illinois – COVID 

A Gift of Support 
We are sending out special 
recognition to Girl Scout Troop 
#4763 for their basket of goodies.  
Troop #4763 chose to support 
health care workers by bringing 
an amazing array of items for 
PRC’s staff. 

Special thank you  
to PRC’s Community Partners

J&J Cleaners in Morton  

J&J Cleaners became a community partner of PRC in 2020 
and have been a tremendous help to the preservation 
and care of our street banners that are installed around 
Peoria during April, Child Abuse Prevention Month.

Midwest Food Bank 

Since 2016, the PRC has participated in Midwest Food 
Bank’s Snack Pack program, accepting donations of snacks 
and drinks to provide to our patients during visits to our 
clinic.

Our New Staff



100% of proceeds help fund medical and social services to 
abused and neglected children in central Illinois!

Register using QR code or online at 
https://go.uic.edu/2022HarvestingHope

Doors open at 6:00pm
Entertainment by  
    Johnny Walker
Cocktails  Heavy Hors d’Oeuvres   
Silent & Live Auction  Raffles
Attire:  Boots and Bling
Individual Tickets: $100  
Reserved table of 8 - $800
RSVP online:   
https://go.uic.edu/2022HarvestingHope

Checks should be made out to UIF/ 
Pediatric Resource Center. Per IRS guide-
lines, $25.00 per ticket is tax deductible.
Questions? Contact the PRC  
at 309.624.9595

To pay by card, please visit 
go.uic.edu/2022HarvestingHope  
or call PRC at 309-624-9595.

NAME
Address
Phone                            Email
$_________Table Reservation ($800/table of 8)
$_________Individual Reservation(s) ($100/person)
$_________Additional Contribution (Thank you!)
$_________I am unable to attend, but enclosing contribution
$_________TOTAL Please respond by October 24, 2022

    Sign Up for Mobile Bidding Today: www.go.uic.edu/HopeGalabid2022

Caleb and Marci SturgisEvent Sponsors and Underwriters:



Our 10th annual Kick Abuse 5K Race and Fun Walk 
in April was a success.  We had beautiful weather 
for the runners and walkers at our new venue, 
Donovan Park. 

Sponsors and participants raised almost $27,000 to 
provide child-centered medical care for abused and 
neglected children in Central Illinois.    

PRC NIGHT WITH  
THE CHIEFS
September 3rd was the  
annual PRC night at the Chiefs.  
Events to benefit specialized child-centered 
care to abused and neglected children 
included Pitch in for Charity tennis ball toss, 
jersey auctions, and Strike Out Child Abuse 
both sponsored by Great Clips!

RACE and Fun WALK



As I write my last article as Board 
President for the Pediatric Resource 
Center (PRC), I cannot help but 
feel honored to help lead such a 
wonderful cause that we all have a 
moral obligation to uphold on behalf 

of abused and neglected children. Over the past several years, 
we made every attempt to sustain our viability and thrive 
amidst a time I wish no future board endures. We are still 
feeling the impact with limitations on our day-to-day tasks 
and planned events. However, I am optimistic shallow days 
are over and brighter days are ahead.

To recap our Spring and Summer, we held our annual Kick 
Abuse 5K again this year at a new venue, Donovan Park 
in Peoria. It was a terrific, but chilly, April Saturday and the 
willingness of our board and community supporters to 
continue exceeding expectations is inspiring. We created new 
memories at a new location and are thrilled to host the event 
again next April, which is Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

On September 3rd, we held our PRC give back at the Peoria 
Chiefs baseball game. Partnering with local organizations 
is something we look forward to and are grateful for the 
support in return. At the Chiefs game, we raised money 
through the “tennis ball toss” and received a portion of ticket 
sales back to the PRC. Events, such as this, fund our mission 
and provide more resources to our hard-working PRC staff.

Our next big event is set for November 5th which is our annual 
Fall Gala, Harvesting Hope. This event is back in person and 

we are hoping it will be better than ever. Our theme, “Boots 
and Bling,” will feature fancy costumes, recognize a local 
Champion for Children, and provide you the opportunity to 
bid and purchase auction items for yourself, family or your 
friends. We hope you can join us; boots and all!

Sadly for some in our community, the end of innocence 
happens much sooner than imaginable. Because of that, the 
needs and resources to run the Pediatric Resource Center 
are paramount to helping the abused and neglected walking 
among us. It takes a network of programs, events, and people 
to prevent abuse and help survivors heal and escape a violent 
situation. Because of that, I cannot thank our 23-person 
community board enough for all the time and help they have 
provided the PRC these last few years. Their skills, assets, 
and investments towards the PRC have helped abused and 
neglected children with medical services they need during 
one of the worst times of their life. For that, I am grateful. 

In my last year as Board President, I look back on wonderful 
memories and generous support from so many people. We 
have done incredible work during difficult times, and in fact, 
thrived with restrictions in place. One thing I know: We 
can all make a difference, big and small. It is so important 
to remember: do not underestimate the impact your time 
and donations have on the lives of the most vulnerable in 
our society. Signing off on behalf of the PRC, all I can say is, 
“Thank you.”

Mitch Gilfillan,  President, PRC Community Board

A Message from PRC Board President

Blue Ribbon Society 
The Blue Ribbon Society was established as a component 
of The Foundation for the Endowed Medicine Campaign 
of the University of Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria. 
Gifts to the Blue Ribbon Society are restricted to the PRC 
Endowment Fund and directly benefit the Pediatric Resource 
Center’s program for abused and neglected children.

Blue Ribbon Society  
Founding Members
Polly & Glen Barton
Cindy & Bill Fischer
Pat & LeRoy Hagenbuch
Theresa & Bill Heidrich
Barbara & Joe Henderson
Lois & Ed Holscher
Lincoln Office Supply
Kay L. Saving, M.D.
Linda K. Simkins

Blue Ribbon  
Society Members
CEFCU
Mrs. Ellen Foster
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Gootee
Green Chevrolet Hummer
Dave and Tanja Hands
Richard Horndasch, M.D.
Mrs. Patricia Jansen
Mrs. Marjorie Lauterbach
Cynthia McKone

Janet K. O’Neill
Katie & Jim Owens
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Pearl
Peoria Metro New  
   Car Dealers Association
Rebecca L. Vasterling

Recent PRC Protectors
You make it possible for more children to be seen, heard, 
healed and loved. When you support the work of the PRC, 
abused and neglected children are cared for in a space 
where healing begins.
Join the PRC Protectors by signing up to give a monthly 
gift to ensure that our clinics are staffed with caring 
professionals who have the expertise to provide accurate 
diagnosis and treatment for child abuse and neglect 
victims.

PRC Protectors/Sustainable donors:
Denise Adams,  
   Keller Williams Premier Realty
Margaret Burnette
Brian and Katie Card
Mitch Gilfillan

Richard and Barbara Johnson
Stephanie Johnson
John LeMasters
Fletcher Summa
Derek and Wendy Van Ittersum



1 Illini Drive
Peoria, IL 61605

To reserve your seat, visit:  

go.uic.edu/2022HarvestingHope

More Details Inside!
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