
 
 

September

CSEC Sneak Peek 
STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK 

September 7-10 

CSEC Virtual Staff Appreciation Award Ceremony 

September 10, 2020 @ 6:30-8:30 pm 

We missed sharing our yearly Staff Appreciation Banquet with you in April. We were so 

looking forward to celebrating UICOMP’s 50th year with you! It’s going to happen, thanks to 

technology, though a little differently than it has been done in years past.  

On the evening of September 10, 2020, from 6:30-8:30 pm, you are invited to the CSEC 

Virtual Staff Appreciation Award Ceremony via Zoom. We’ll announce the names of 

employees who are receiving recognition certificates, the Dean’s awards, and the Rose Award. 

Announcements will be interspersed with gift basket drawings, a trivia contest ($10 gift cards), 

and door prizes ($10 gift cards).  The top three winners of the poetry contest will be 

announced and their submissions will be read, too. Guaranteed fun for all - from the comfort 

of your home! Lucky door prize winners will be chosen by random, but only if you are in 

attendance! How are you at trivia?  

A Zoom invitation will be sent via List Serve next week. If you don’t see it, email Diana, 

dfarrar@uic.edu.  

You’ve received (via List Serve) the gift basket slideshow, gift basket voting form and voting 

tickets. Thanks to the departments who donated beautiful baskets filled with gift cards and 

other lovely items. If you need the forms and pictures of the baskets sent again, please email 

Diana, dfarrar@uic.edu.  Get your votes in today!  (See the next page) 
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Civil Service Employee Council   (continued)           

GIFT BASKET VOTING EXTENDED 4 DAYS! 
Purchase your votes: 6 for $5; 12 for $10; 25 for $20 

Turn in payment (cash or check made out to CSEC) with the 

voting form, and completed tickets to the UIC 

Security Desk at 1 Illini Drive  

or via interoffice mail to  

Diana Farrar, Academic Affairs, by 4 pm on Sept. 8 

Do you need the voting form or tickets? Contact Diana at 

dfarrar@uic.edu. 

 

CSEC Class of 2020-2021 

Tilynne Bennett 

Shannon Doerr 

Kira Healey 

Stephanie Hull 

Ashley Johnson 

Lauren Keeton 

Chris Menke 

Aaron Walton 

 

 

TO GET THE NAME OF YOUR 

CSEC REP, CONTACT 

Stephanie Hull, slhull@uic.edu  

 

 

CLASS ACT NOMINATIONS 

A kind word goes a long way. 

Your Council is all about 

supporting the people we work 

with. Has a special co-worker 

helped with a project or done 

something special that made 

your day? Let them know! 

Nominate your “Class Act” and 

recognize their contribution with 

a statement of appreciation by 

sending it to Stephanie Hull for 

publication in this newsletter. 

Your co-worker will also receive 

a certificate sent on your behalf. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CHEST 

When you have purchased “charms” to encourage a co-

worker, or bought a sleeve of popcorn from a Council 

member, THANK YOU! - you have supported the CSEC 

Community Chest, a fund that in turn supports civil service 

staff members facing financial hardship. You may nominate 

yourself or a co-worker by sending a confidential email 

request to csec@uic.edu.  The submission form may be found 

at http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/wp-

content/uploads/sites/8/2018/01/CSEC-Community-Chest-

Request-form.pdf .  

If we can help pay your electric bill or buy the tire that blew 

because all your money has gone to medical bills, for 

example, then the fund can assist.  

 

 

If you are a Civil Service employee at UICOMP, you have a 

representative on the Council. We are interested to know how 

we may serve you. That’s why CSEC exists. If you’re not sure 

who your rep is, contact Stephanie Hull, slhull@uic.edu to 

learn the name. We look forward to working with you! 
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Monday-Thursday  

7:30 am - 9:00 pm 
 

Friday  

7:30 am - 6:00 pm 
 

Saturday 

Noon - 5:00 pm  
 

Sunday – Closed (Beginning 9/12) 

 
 

 

 

 

Contact: Susan Grebner @ 309-671-8404 
Be sure to check out UICOMP news releases at:  

Have an Interesting Story Idea? 
If you have an idea for an interesting news story or feature story, please pass it along! One way to 

share the great work accomplished here is through the stories of our students, faculty, employees and 

alumni. Sometimes stories are shared with local media outlets, included in our Pathways magazine, or 

posted on our website or Facebook page. To pass along a story idea, contact Susan Grebner at

 or phone (309) 671-8404. 

http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/news
mailto:sgrebner@uic.edu


 

 

 

Chad Betts  

Business Manager II 

Positive Health Solutions  

Alex Kearbey 

CMA 

Pediatrics 

Flo Olmsted 

Administrative Aide  

         Pediatrics 

 

Reminder to Benefit-eligible employees 

The EAP administrator, Magellan, has launched a new website with many new features for Members to take 

advantage with useful intuitive apps to use daily as well as discounts for everyday purchases. Please be sure to 

check out the wonderful benefits offered by Magellan.   

Introducing MagellanAscend.com  (select State of Illinois EAP for the company name when creating the login) 

Once you login, you can click in the Explore section to select Discount Center. In this section (LifeMart 

Discounts), you will find a variety of icons to click for discounts or scroll to the bottom for a longer list of 

categories (including travel, wellness for gym memberships, and much more! 

EAP services include: 

 Counseling – three (3) counseling sessions at no cost to help with stress, anxiety, grief, relationship 
concerns and more 

 Coaching – Achieve your goals using coaches to help you stay on track 

 Online programs – Use self-guided, interactive apps for depression, chronic pain and more 

 Work-Life web services – Find resources for child care, elder care, discounts and more 

 Clickotine Smoking Cessation – interactive app to help you quit smoking  

 Legal, Financial and ID Theft services – Access to free consultations and resources  

 Member website – Get more information on all the services available 
o Use the Provider Search to find care in your area 
o See the latest news on trending topics like building resiliency, or managing finances 
o Explore the LifeMart Discount Center 
o Browse the Learning Center to find articles, webinar recordings, videos and self-assessments on a 

wide range of topics including anxiety, child care, depression, elder care, parenting, relationships, 
stress management, substance misuse, work-life balance, and so much more.  

 

Magellan offers a variety of free resources to help you and your household members with everything from 

checking off daily tasks to managing complex issues. All services are completely confidential.  

http://www.magellanascend.com/


Why is a Beneficiary Designation Important?  

Reminder: the state provides life insurance to benefit-eligible employee, equal to annual salary. Employees 

also have the option to purchase additional life insurance. 

Designating a beneficiary is important; it allows you to determine who receives your policy benefits. Under 

current tax law, life insurance benefits paid to a beneficiary are generally not taxable income.  A designated 

beneficiary can be a person(s), trust, organization, or other legal entity named to receive all or part of the 

benefits provided by the life insurance policy. If a beneficiary designation is not on file, payment of benefits 

will be delayed and family members you wished to provide for could be excluded from the determination.  

Once the beneficiary form is on file, it is your responsibility to update the form with any change. Beneficiary 

forms for the state life insurance plan, administered by Securian Financial (Minnesota Life), are available on 

the below website; mail updated form to Securian (address on form). You may call Securian/Minnesota Life for 

questions about your beneficiary form on file at 888.202.5525 (not available to check status online) 

Beneficiary Forms: https://www2.illinois.gov/cms/benefits/StateEmployee/Pages/StateLife.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shari Wynn  Deanna Silotto  Beth Clayton  Kathy Stetcher 

Val Bricka  Teresa Barr  Carrie Warner  Yerko Berrocal   

Drew McDowell Jeana McLoughlin Jessica Kammeyer Chris McGregor   

Janet Dickson  Kim Garcia  Keith Yerian  Chris Wadle   

Christie Perry  Elizabeth Schmidgall Michelle Shearhod Jordan Zuk 

 

If your birthday is not listed and you wish to have it added, please contact Shannon at A detailed 

birthday list may be found on the “PUBLIC” drive in the Focus Newsletter Folder, as well as past issues of the Focus 

in the Focus Newsletter Folder. 
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The deadline for submission of information for the October issue  
is September 28. Send your submissions to 

 Shannon at: sdoerr@uic.edu  

 

By all these lovely tokens September days are here, 

With summer’s best of weather and autumn’s best of cheer. 

~Helen Hunt Jackson 
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