
 
 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Dr. Stephen Lasley’s lab published the following article: 

 S. M. Lasley, C. A. Fornal, S. Mandal, B. J. Strupp, S. A. Beaudin and D. R. Smith.  Early postnatal manganese exposure 

reduces rat cortical and striatal biogenic amine activity in adulthood.  Toxicological Sciences, (In Press). 

Dr. Swapna Asuthkar’s lab published the following article: 

 Purvis IJ, Avilala J, Guda MR, Venkataraman S, Vibhakar R, Tsung AJ, Velpula KK, Asuthkar S. Role of MYC-miR-29-B7-

H3 in Medulloblastoma Growth and Angiogenesis. Journal of Clinical Medicine. 2019 Aug 2;8(8). 

GRANTS/AWARDS 

Dr. Zakharian has received a grant award from the National Science Foundation for the amount of 
$750,000.  The 3-year project entitled “Rapid testosterone signaling receptor TRPM8 regulates sexual reward 
and satiety “will begin on September 15th, 2019. 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Leslie Wise, PhD was awarded a Postdoctoral Travel Award from UIC Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research to 

present her research at the Society for Neuroscience conference in October 2019.  

https://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/departments/cbp/faculty/slasley/name/stephen-lasley/
https://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/departments/cbp/faculty/slasley/name/stephen-lasley/
https://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/departments/cbp/faculty/sasuthkar/name/swapna-asuthkar/
https://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/departments/cbp/faculty/sasuthkar/name/swapna-asuthkar/
https://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/departments/cbp/faculty/ezakharian/name/eleonora-zakharian/
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Reminder to Benefit-eligible employees 

The EAP administrator, Magellan, has launched a new website with many new features for Members to take 

advantage with useful intuitive apps to use daily as well as discounts for everyday purchases. Please be sure to 

check out the wonderful benefits offered by Magellan.   

Introducing MagellanAscend.com  (select State of Illinois EAP for the company name when creating the 

login) 

Once you login, you can click in the Explore section to select Discount Center. In this section (LifeMart 

Discounts), you will find a variety of icons to click for discounts or scroll to the bottom for a longer list of 

categories (including travel, wellness for gym memberships, and much more! 

EAP services include: 

 Counseling – three (3) counseling sessions at no cost to help with stress, anxiety, grief, relationship 
concerns and more 

 Coaching – Achieve your goals using coaches to help you stay on track 

 Online programs – Use self-guided, interactive apps for depression, chronic pain and more 

 Work-Life web services – Find resources for child care, elder care, discounts and more 

 Clickotine Smoking Cessation – interactive app to help you quit smoking  

 Legal, Financial and ID Theft services – Access to free consultations and resources  

 Member website – Get more information on all the services available 
o Use the Provider Search to find care in your area 
o See the latest news on trending topics like building resiliency, or managing finances 
o Explore the LifeMart Discount Center 
o Browse the Learning Center to find articles, webinar recordings, videos and self-assessments on 

a wide range of topics including anxiety, child care, depression, elder care, parenting, 
relationships, stress management, substance misuse, work-life balance, and so much more.  

 

Magellan offers a variety of free resources to help you and your household members with everything from 

checking off daily tasks to managing complex issues. All services are completely confidential.  

http://www.magellanascend.com/


Why is a Beneficiary Designation Important? 

Reminder: the state provides life insurance to benefit-eligible employee, equal to annual salary. Employees also 

have the option to purchase additional life insurance. 

Designating a beneficiary is important; it allows you to determine who receives your policy benefits. Under current 

tax law, life insurance benefits paid to a beneficiary are generally not taxable income.  A designated beneficiary can 

be a person(s), trust, organization, or other legal entity named to receive all or part of the benefits provided by the 

life insurance policy. If a beneficiary designation is not on file, payment of benefits will be delayed and family 

members you wished to provide for could be excluded from the determination.  

Once the beneficiary form is on file, it is your responsibility to update the form with any change. Beneficiary forms 

for the state life insurance plan, administered by Securian Financial (Minnesota Life), are available on the below 

website; mail updated form to Securian (address on form). You may call Securian/Minnesota Life for questions 

about your beneficiary form on file at 888.202.5525 (not available to check status online) 

Beneficiary Forms: https://www2.illinois.gov/cms/benefits/StateEmployee/Pages/StateLife.aspx 

Chloe’ Rose Jackson Deanna Silotto  Beth Clayton 

Val Bricka Carrie Neff Andrews Teresa Barr 

Carrie Warner  Drew McDowell  Jessica Kammeyer 

Gracita Edwards  Kim Garcia Keith Yerian 

Chris Wadle 

Shari Wynn 

Lori Armstrong  

Yerko Berrocal  

Chris McGregor  

Christie Perry  Elizabeth Schmidgall Michelle Shearhod 

Jordan Zuk 

If your birthday is not listed and you wish to have it added, please contact Shannon at A detailed 

birthday list may be found on the “PUBLIC” drive in the Focus Newsletter Folder, as well as past issues of the Focus in 

the Focus Newsletter Folder.

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a 

creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to the 

social and economic achievements of American 

workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute to the 

contributions workers have made to the strength, 

prosperity, and well-being of our country. 

mailto:sdoerr@uic.edu
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CSEC Class of 2019-2020 

Michelle De Sutter 

Shannon Doerr 

Diana Farrar 

Kathy Hauk 

Donna Hazelman 

Stephanie Hull 

Josefina Martinez 

Javelyn McGrane 

Marti Sokolowski 

Tina VanYzendoorn 

Stacey Webb 

Karen Wyman 

 

CSEC OFFICERS 

President: Diana Farrar 

                       dfarrar@uic.edu  

Vice-President: Michelle De Sutter,  

                       desutter@uic.edu  

Treasurer: Donna Hazelman,  

                       hazelman@uic.edu 

Secretary: Stephanie Hull,  

                       slhull@uic.edu  

--------------------------------------- 

TO GET THE NAME OF 

YOUR CSEC REP, CONTACT 

Stephanie Hull, slhull@uic.edu  

 

 

 
…and save $5 off the price of your admission! Your UIC I-Card gets 

you $5 off the admission to the Jukebox Comedy Club on September 5, 

6, and 7 if you are faculty, staff, students or residents. Your guests pay 

the full price. The address of the club is 3527 W Farmington Rd, Peoria, IL 

61604. Get your UICOMP pals together and have a fun night out! Make 

your reservations at the website at https://jukeboxcomedy.com/. Choose 

“pay in person” and put “UICOMP” in the comments section. See you 

there! 

 

 

 

 A kind, encouraging word goes a long way. Your CSEC is all 
about supporting the people we work with. Has a special co-
worker helped with a project or done something special that 
made your day? Let them know! Nominate your “Class Act” 
and recognize their contribution with a statement of 
appreciation by sending it to Stephanie slhull@uic.edu for 
publication in this newsletter. Your co-worker will also receive 
a certificate sent on your behalf. 

 
 

 

 

 
If you are a Civil Service employee at UICOMP, you have a representative on the Council. We are interested 

to know how we may serve you. That’s why CSEC exists. If you’re not sure who your rep is, contact 

Stephanie Hull, slhull@uic.edu to learn the name. We look forward to working with you! 

 

The Community Chest is a fund that supports civil 

service staff members facing any kind of hardship. 

You may nominate yourself or a co-worker by 

sending a confidential email request to Diana 

csec@uic.edu. If we can help pay your electric bill or 

buy the tire that blew because all your money has 

gone to medical bills, for example, then the fund can 

assist.  

 

mailto:dfarrar@uic.edu
mailto:desutter@uic.edu
mailto:hazelman@uic.edu
mailto:slhull@uic.edu
mailto:slhull@uic.edu
https://jukeboxcomedy.com/
mailto:slhull@uic.edu
mailto:slhull@uic.edu
mailto:csec@uic.edu
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The deadline for submission of information for the October issue is September 27 – 
 send to Shannon at: sdoerr@uic.edu 

 

Have an Interesting Story Idea? 
If you have an idea for an interesting news story or feature story, please pass it along! One way to share the 

great work accomplished here is through the stories of our students, faculty, employees and alumni. 

Sometimes stories are shared with local media outlets, included in our Pathways magazine, or posted on our 

website or Facebook page. To pass along a story idea, contact Susan Grebner at  or phone 

(309) 671-8404. 

Contact: Susan Grebner @ 309-671-8404 
Be sure to check out UICOMP news releases at:  

 

By all these lovely tokens September days are here, 

With summer’s best of weather and autumn’s best of cheer. 

~Helen Hunt Jackson 

mailto:sdoerr@uic.edu
mailto:sgrebner@uic.edu
http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/news


 




