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Dr. Petrak Recognized as a 25 Women in Leadership
Join us as we celebrate Dr. Channing Petrak, Medical Director to the PRC, being recognized 
as one of central Illinois’ 2018 25 Women in Leadership. This award recognizes area women 
who are dedicated to bettering themselves, their families, their companies and their 
communities. 

Celebrating 25 Years of Hope
For the past 25 years, the Pediatric Resource Center has 
improved the health and safety of children exposed to  
physical abuse, sexual abuse, and neglect by providing 

specialized medical and social services throughout the region. 
Join us as we celebrate this important milestone and  

share our plans for the future.
 

 To join us, visit go.uic.edu/Hope2018 

Check out our great silent and live auction items and bid today 
at www.galabid.com/Hope2018 



The idea for the 
PRC was born 
many years ago 
when a resident 
mentioned to Dr. 
Kay Saving that he needed to 
learn about child abuse because 
he was taking care of a “shaken 
baby.” Dr. Saving realized that 
central Illinois did not have the 
medical expertise to provide 

child-friendly medical evaluations for children 
suspected of being abused or neglected.  She began a three-
year journey to create a center to provide specialized care 
for children and families, in a supportive environment in 
central Illinois.  Through the support of community, the 
program opened its doors in 1993.  Within the first few 
months, the PRC consisted of 2 paid staff members, Linda 
Simkins and Janelle Mounce, and several physicians who 
volunteered their time to the program.  I was hired in the 
spring of 1994 as the first full-time case coordinator.  

Within the first year, the PRC provided medical screening 
exams for approximately 250 tri-county children who were 
entering DCFS foster care due to abuse or neglect concerns.  

Today, PRC is the regional medical resource for child 
physical abuse, sexual abuse and neglect evaluations for 
children.  The PRC employs 3 case coordinators, 3 support 
staff, 2 medical providers and an executive director. Last year, 
we provided specialized medical evaluations to 454 children 
from over 37 counties. We provide education, training and 
mentorship to many other medical providers as they work 
to provide care to this vulnerable population.  PRC’s posi-
tive impact on the health and safety of central Illinois 
children is not possible without our dedicated staff and 
the support of the community and donors like you. 

Twenty-Five Years of Health, Safety and Advocacy
When looking back over the 
past 25 years, it is amazing 
to see how much the PRC 
has evolved.  

House Bill  
5245

Principle Sponsor: 
Rep. Mike Unes

Recognizes the  
differences  
between pediatric 
and adult sexual  
assault

Allows children 
to transfer to  
a qualified  
pediatric  
provider



While reflecting on what to share with you in this 
article, I remembered a young infant who was 
not living with his family for many months due a 
concern for physical abuse.  He had multiple fractures 
throughout his young body. Our provider’s expertise and 
PRC’s specialized approach allowed this young child to 
return home following our workup when we identified 
an extremely rare medical condition, which caused his 
fractures. The call to his mother to explain the exam 
findings is one the most career affirming tasks of my 24-
year career at PRC.  

This type of life-changing intervention happens every 
single day at the Pediatric 
Resource Center.  Every 
day.  It is bittersweet to 
think about the more than 
8,000 child victims of sexual 
abuse, physical abuse or 
neglect who have received our specialized services since 
opening our doors in June of 1993.  This number is heart 
wrenching to our staff because we know there are many 
more children who could benefit from our child-friendly 
medical services, but we simply do not have the staff and 
resources to provide services to all of them.  This is where 
our commitment to prevention efforts and education to 

medical providers helps to fill the gap. Last year alone, we 
provided education about recognizing abuse and neglect 
to over 300 medical professionals and students.  We also 
now offer Stewards of Children sexual abuse prevention 
training to community members.

As we look to the future of PRC, we are excited to 
work toward expanding our specialized medical staff 
while we increase the scope and reach of our unique 
services throughout the region. With the passage of 
HB5245, we look forward to expanding mentorship and 
training opportunities for medical providers who will 
need to provide medical evaluations for children who have 

experienced acute sexual 
assault. 

I hope you will join us as 
we celebrate PRC’s past 
and our plans for the 
future during Hope 2018 

on October 6, 2018.  We are excited to enjoy your 
company as we say “hello” to so many old and new friends. 
Your continued support is helping PRC’s committed team 
positively impact the health and safety of children each and 
every day. 

  Stephanie Johnson 
Executive Director 

We are excited to work toward expanding 
our specialized medical staff while we 
increase the scope and reach of our unique 
services throughout the region.

Twenty-Five Years of Health, Safety and Advocacy

Improves 
medical care 
for child sexual 
assault victims

Expands  
emergent care 
to outpatient 
facilities  
like PRC

Improves  
education to 
medical  
providers  
about acute  
sexual assault

Encourages  
hospitals to  
increase the  
number of  
qualified  
providers

Read More about House Bill 5245 at  go.uic.edu/ILHB5245



March 18, 2017 - visit www.heartlandfestivalorchestra.org for more info

Kick Abuse 5K Trail Run & Fun Walk

April 20, 2019 - Register now at go.uic.edu/KickAbuse5K on RunSignUp.com

Sign up now to run or walk through the fields and vineyards of  
Kickapoo Creek Winery. Our 7th year will be the best yet!

PRC 25th Anniversary Celebration

Above: State Representative Mike Unes presented 
the PRC and Dr. Petrak with a IL State Proclamation 
Celebrating 25 Years of PRC

Above right:  Linda Simkins and Dr. Kay Saving share 
a memory of the early days of PRC

Right:  Staff left to right- Carole Siefken, Megan 
Hobson, Dr. Channing Petrak, Amanda Franklin, 
Stephanie Johnson and Kristin Lenover

On June 29th, current and former board 
members, staff and community members 
joined together to celebrate exactly 25 
years of providing outstanding, child-
centered care to child abuse victims.

Founding board members Bill and Cindy Fischer 
and Barbara Henderson join Linda Simkins, the 
first executive director of the PRC



Clip and Send

Checks should be made out to UIF/ 
Pediatric Resource Center. Cost is $100 
per person or Reserved Seating for 
$1000 per table of 10. Per IRS guide-
lines, $25.00 per ticket is tax deductible.
Questions or to RSVP by phone 
contact the PRC at 309.624.9595

To pay by card, please visit  
go.uic.edu/Hope2018 or call PRC  
at 306-624-9595

Please respond by September 26th, 2018

NAME

Address

Phone Email

$_________ Table Reservation ($1,000/table of 10) 
  Table Name_________________
$_________ Individual Reservation(s) ($100/person)
$_________ Additional Contribution (Thank you!)
$_________ I am unable to attend, but am enclosing a contribution
$_________ TOTAL

go.uic.edu/Hope2018

Save a stamp and R.S.V.P. online go.uic.edu/Hope2018



You Can Make A Difference
The care that abused children receive matters and your investment 
makes a difference! Your gift ensures that central Illinois abused 
children will receive outstanding, child-centered medical care. As 
part of our 25th Anniversary Year Celebrations, you have 2 new 
options in giving.

Join the PRC Protectors by signing up to give a monthly gift to 
ensure that our clinics are staffed with caring professionals who 
have the expertise to provide accurate diagnosis and treatment for 
child abuse victims. 

Become a part of PRC’s 2018 Silver Society, by investing $2,500 
or more to ensure abused and neglected children are believed, 
respected and honored by caring medical professionals who are 
specially-trained to help. 

Your gifts of support help PRC focus on what we do best- provide 
outstanding medical care to children and families impacted by child 
abuse and neglect. 

For more information or to join either the PRC Protectors or the 
Silver Society, call 309-624-9595.

Our 6th Kick Abuse at Kickapoo this April was a great 
success. We had beautiful weather for all of our runners 
and walkers supporting the work of the PRC. Sponsors 
and participants raised over $15,000 to provide child-

Memorials and  Honoraria

Kick Abuse at Kickapoo 
5K Run & Walk

Above: Miranda Lutrell, Sandi Blasingim, April Marsh
Above right: Paul Born joined in the face painting

Right: Many returning faces came out to run this unique 
event.  Families, friends and high school and college sports 
teams came out to volunteer and participate

In Honor of Dave Hands’ 
Birthday - Ursula Wistehuff

In Honor of Kevin Kelly’s 
kindness - Judy Morgan

In Honor of Dr. Kay Saving
     Drs. Jay & Cheryl Peterson

In Memory of Larry Lovell
      Paulette Lovell

In Memory of  
Ryne James Hofmann

     Deborah & Rolin Hofmann

In Memory of Mrs. Sudarshan 
Chatrath - Dr. Umesh Chatrath

PRC providing you with increase  
security and compliance

To better ensure the continued identity protection of our 
donors, the PRC will no longer provide blanks for credit card 
information on remittance envelopes or RSVPs. To use your 
credit card to make a donation or pay for tickets, please  
visit http://go.uic.edu/PRCGiving or call our office at 309- 
624-9595. Thank you for your understanding while we work to 

ensure that your information is as secure as possible.



Blue Ribbon Society 
The Blue Ribbon Society was established as a component 

of The Foundation for the Endowed Medicine Campaign 
of the University of Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria. 
Gifts to the Blue Ribbon Society are restricted to the PRC 
Endowment Fund and directly benefit the Pediatric Resource 
Center’s program for abused and neglected children.

 
 

July 14th was the annual PRC night at the 
Chiefs. Board members and friends shared 
information about the work of the 
PRC at our popular Wheel of  Wow. 
Though the rain delayed the game, 
loyal fans stuck it out. Events to benefit 
specialized child-centered care to abused 
and neglected children included Pitch in for Charity tennis 
ball toss, jersey auctions sponsored by OSF Healthcare 

Children’s Hospital 
of Illinois, and 
Strike Out Child 
Abuse sponsored 
by Great Clips!

Thank you to Dave Hands 
and Great Clips for your  
continued support of the PRC

PRC Night at the Chiefs

Above: Community board 
members Janã Steven and 
Amy Dennison sell Pitch in for 
Charity tennis balls in front of 
the PRC table

 

Left: PRC Case Coordinator 
Amanda Thomison and  
community Board member 
Marnie Harris work the  
Wheel of  Wow

Thank you to Biehl’s Cleaners for again cleaning 
and storing our Blue Ribbon Banners that are hung 

around the city each April

Right: Keith and  
Lori Hanson with their  

sons enjoying the  event

Blue Ribbon Society  
Founding Members
Polly & Glen Barton
Cindy & Bill Fischer
Pat & LeRoy Hagenbuch
Theresa & Bill Heidrich
Barbara & Joe Henderson
Lois & Ed Holscher
Lincoln Office Supply
Kay L. Saving, M.D.
Linda K. Simkins

Blue Ribbon  
Society Members
CEFCU
Mrs. Ellen Foster
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Gootee
Green Chevrolet Hummer
David and Tanja Hands
Richard Horndasch, M.D.
Mrs. Patricia Jansen
Mrs. Marjorie Lauterbach
Cynthia McKone

Janet K. O’Neill
Katie & Jim Owens
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Pearl
Peoria Metro New  
   Car Dealers Association
Rebecca L. Vasterling

centered medical 
care for abused and 
neglected children in 
central Illinois.



  

The Pediatric Resource Center – 
Celebrating 25 years!  

Wait, is it just me, or does noting 
we are “celebrating” our existence 
seem odd?  Why?  Well, it seems 
contradictory to be celebrating 
the anniversary of an organization 
whose mission is to serve the needs 

of physically abused, sexually abused, and neglected children. Is it 
right to be celebrating that the numbers of children we help each 
and every year continues to increase?  And, should we celebrate 
that the number of PRC staff has grown in order to handle that 
increased work load?  But, maybe that isn’t what we are celebrating 
at all…

In all actuality, maybe we are simply celebrating that we are here!  
The staff of the PRC is HERE for families and children in need.  
That those children have someone that will fight for them when 
they can’t fight for themselves.  THAT is why we celebrate!  Sadly, 
without an organization like the PRC, hundreds of cases of abuse 
or neglect may have gone unnoticed over the past 25 years!  And 
so, we do celebrate everything that the PRC staff has done to 
improve detection and prevention of child abuse and neglect!

You can help us celebrate at our biggest fundraiser of the year… 

25 Years of Hope!  This year’s event takes place on Saturday, 
October 6 at the Embassy Suites on the East Peoria Riverfront.  
This night of great food and fabulous entertainment provides us 
all an opportunity to raise funds and awareness for the children 
served by the PRC.  Our auctions, both silent and live, continue to 
have trips, experience opportunities, and extraordinary items that 
you won’t want to miss.  And, I’m thrilled to announce that Bob  
and Donna Lindsay are our Honorary Chairs for this 25th 
anniversary event.  The dedication that the Lindsay family along 
with their local businesses, Bob Lindsay Acura and Bob Lindsay 
Honda, have to the central Illinois community is greatly appreciated, 
and we welcome this opportunity to honor them, and thank them 
for this on-going support.  

We would love for you to join us at this year’s event.  To sponsor 
or underwrite this event or to purchase tickets or tables, please 
contact the PRC at 309.624.9595 or visit http://go.uic.edu/
Hope2018.  Your commitment to the PRC makes this evening 
a success!

We know that there are many excellent non-profit organizations 
in Central Illinois, and we are grateful that you have chosen the 
Pediatric Resource Center as one you support.  Your dedication 
and contributions to the PRC allow us to continue to serve 
children within our community – because no child deserves to 
be abused or neglected.  

Return Service Requested

From the Community Board

Janã Stevens,  President 
 Pediatric Resource Center Community Board

530 N.E. Glen Oak Avenue
Peoria, IL 61637

Please join us October 6th for an evening of  
live music, silent and live auctions, delicious food and,  

most importantly, a purpose. 

Details Inside!

Celebrating
25 Years

of


