
 

May 2018  

CANCER BIOLOGY & PHARMACOLOGY 

PRESENTATIONS 

 Dr. Eleonora Zakharian was invited to give a talk entitled, “TRP channels interplay with the endocrine 
system: a new trajectory for oxytocin and testosterone signaling.” The seminar was held at the 
Department of Biomedical Sciences, University of Illinois College of Medicine at Rockford on April 11. 

 Dr. Veeravalli presented the below poster at the Experimental Biology-2018 meeting at San Diego. 

Nalamolu KR, Chelluboina B, Magruder IB, Mohandass A, Venkatesh I, Klopfenstein JD, Pinson DM, 

Wang DZ, Veeravalli KK. MMP-12 knockout mouse: Is it a relevant animal model to study the role of 

MMP-12 in post-stroke brain damage? Experimental Biology, April 21-25, 2018, San Diego, CA (Abstract 

# 5359; Poster # 545.20). 

INVITED TALK 

Dr. Nalamolu, Research Collaborator in Dr. Veeravalli’s lab delivered an invited talk on “Preclinical evaluation 

of novel treatments to attenuate post-stroke brain damage and facilitate neurological recovery” at the 

Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Wilkes University, Wilkes Barre, PA. 

SERVICE 

Stephen M. Lasley, Ph.D., has been appointed to a three-year term on the Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific 

Review Group on Gulf War Illness of the U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  This group meets to 

review grant applications to the VA for funding on this medical condition in affected veterans. 

 

 

 

Race for the Cure, May 12 



WELCOME TO THE LIBRARY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

You may ask, “What’s new?”   The answer is “Lots, now and in the near future!” 
 

Come in and see gifts recently displayed in the College library.  A portrait of Dr. 

Patrick W. Elwood, considered in Central Illinois to be “Father of Neurosurgery” 

was painted in 2004 by William F. “Bill Hardin, and was given to us by Dr. Elwood.  

Dr. Fred Hoy donated a pair of medical stamp collections.  

   

Look at all this space! Changes in Library space have been made and 

new furnishings have been added. In March, we added power hubs, 

anti-fatigue mats, stability balls, tables and chairs.  More sprucing up 

is occurring as we go to press. 

 

We are very excited that the circulation desk remodel has begun!  Enjoy a brief 

peek at the original ‘70s wall color (left). Beware of lots of noise in the library 

for the next couple of weeks with completion around May 8th.  

  

Stop by and check out the Library’s new look in mid-May.  All Library services 

are available during construction. 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
Welcome to our new employees! 

 

 April Rosen, office support specialist, Internal Medicine Residency Program 

 

Rasonya Smith, medical office associate, Psychiatry 

 

 

 

MAY IS OPEN ENROLLMENT 

Benefit Choice/Open Enrollment is May 1 – May 31; changes effective July 1, 2018 

Open Enrollment Changes must be submitted via MyBenefits. Flex Spending requires re-enrollment: 

https://mybenefits.illinois.gov/account/login/MustAuthLogin#/login 

NOTE: You will not use NESSIE to make State benefit changes. 

For login issues you will need to call MyBenefits at 844.251.1777; they can also assist with the navigation 

process in the MyBenefits website.   

https://mybenefits.illinois.gov/account/login/MustAuthLogin#/login


DISCOUNTS 

Be sure to check out the discounts available in NESSIE…for cell phones, travel and MORE!  Direct link: 

https://www.hr.uillinois.edu/benefits/worklife/discounts 

 

EMERGENCY ALERTS 

Reminder on the importance of signing up for important alerts (such as severe weather). Many employees are 

not yet set-up for campus emergency (text) alerts. Please click the UICOMP link below, then select ‘emergency 

notification text messages’. Please add your contact information (or verify it if already enrolled) AND scroll to 

the bottom of the webpage to ‘subscribe’ to the Peoria campus alerts. 

UICOMP Emergency and Safety: https://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/safety/ 

Severe weather preparedness: 

https://www.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/severeweatherpreparedness.pdf 

Emergency preparedness resources: https://www.illinois.gov/ready/Pages/default.aspx 

Thank you, in advance, for registering to receive emergency alerts – helping to maintain important 

communications in case of emergency. 

 

NEWS RELEASES 

Contact: Dave Haney 

309-671-8404 

Be sure to checkout UICOMP news releases at:  http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/news 

 

 

   

Brad Norrell   Molly Graham  Amy Zimmerman Ashley Monahan 

Emily Johnson  Karen Wyman  Mike Bachman Linda Conlee 

Amanda Franklin  Dawn Roberts  Cindy Skender Kim Montgomery 

Michelle Bond  Kim Deets  Tammi Miller  Kim Hauk 

Janice Smith  Carla Stokes  Gerry Wickham Haily Rhoades 

Bonnie Willis 

If your birthday is not listed, and you wish to have it added, please contact Shannon at sdoerr@uic.edu. A 

detailed birthday list can be found on the “PUBLIC” drive in the Focus Newsletter Folder. Also, you can find issues 

from 2016 in the Focus Newsletter Folder. Reminder note: You may also save a copy to your files if you wish to keep a 

copy for reference as well.  The deadline for submission of information for the June issue is May 28.  Send your 

submissions to Shannon at sdoerr@uic.edu. 

 

 

May Birthdays 

 

https://www.hr.uillinois.edu/benefits/worklife/discounts
https://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/safety/
https://www.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/severeweatherpreparedness.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/ready/Pages/default.aspx
http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/news
mailto:sdoerr@uic.edu
mailto:sdoerr@uic.edu


Civil Service Employee Council News 
May 2018 

Staff Appreciation Week Thank You 
 

 

 

Civil Service Employees Council will be holding elections for new council members 

soon.  Please watch for important information regarding the election via email.  If 

you have an interest in serving on the council starting July 2018, please contact 

Kathy Slater with any questions about what the council does and how you can play 

your part.   

Serving on CSEC is a very rewarding experience.  Serving is a wonderful way to 

meet people all over the university in Peoria, raise money for wonderful causes in 

and around the community, gain experience in event planning, and have fun 

working with people that you may have never met otherwise.  Ask your supervisor 

about giving up a small amount of time each month to serve on the Civil Service 

Employees Council.  We want you! 

CSEC Class of 2017-2018 

Mike Bachmann 

Christina Constantinidou 

Dennis Driscoll 

Diana Farrar 

Terry Flynn 

Kristi Hasty 

Kira Healey  

Nicolette Lovingood 

Shelby Miller 

Joe Newcomb 

Brad Norrell 

Christie Perry 

Cindy Skender 

Kathy Slater 

Are you onsite and  

interested in joining the 

fun? Contact Kira Healey 

at kira@uic.edu.  

 

CSEC OFFICERS 

President: Kira Healey, 

     kira@uic.edu  

Vice-President: Kathy Slater,  

    kjslater@uic.edu 

Treasurer: Christina 

Constantinidou, cconstan@uic.edu  

Secretary: Shelby Miller, 

   Smille59@uic.edu  

------------------------------------------ 

IF YOU CAN’T REMEMBER 

THE NAME OF YOUR CSEC 

REP, CONTACT 

Shelby Miller, Smille59@uic.edu  

 

What an amazing night of fun and festivities for the Staff Appreciation 

Week “A Carnival of Possibilities”!  The Civil Service Employees Council 

would like to thank Dean Sara Rusch for making the banquet possible, 

Shannon Doerr and Lynne Keeton of Human Resources for all their time and 

hard work during Staff Appreciation Week, the Faculty, Staff, and Depart-

ments who donated all the incredible centerpieces, Yort Spades for the 

outstanding live entertainment – Magic by Yort, and of course, all of the 

University of Illinois College of Medicine Peoria Civil Service Staff, without 

whom, we would not be able to fulfill our mission each and every day!  

Congratulations to the winner of the Staff Appreciation Week Trivia, 

Michaela Reneau, who won a $25 gift card to Texas Roadhouse, and to Kim 

Deets, the winner of the Nominators Drawing for the Dean’s Awards who 

won a $25 gift card to Cracker Barrel!   

Thank you again to everyone who was able to join us at “A Carnival of 

Possibilities, Staff Appreciation Banquet 2018”!  We hope to see you all 

again next year! 
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Staff Appreciation Banquet Fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Yort the Magician delighted us 

with magic and laughter 
Beth Clayton won big! 

Pam Williams, winner of 

the 50/50 Raffle, got into 

the carnival spirit of things 

It wouldn’t be a carnival without a 

bearded lady (Bonnie Willis), a clown 

(Marnie Koeppel) and a carnival barker 

(Adam Yerian)! 

Trisha Thurman, Joe Newcomb and 

Dean Sara Rusch having a good time 

Your hosts for the evening, 

your Civil Service Employees 

Council members. Make 

plans now to attend next 

year’s banquet. It’ll be more 

fun than a barrel of 

monkeys! 
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Staff Appreciation Week Banquet Centerpiece Winner 

Kristi Hasty (CSEC photographer) and Joe Newcomb presented Chris 

Buck of Easter Seals with the traveling trophy for creating the 

centerpiece (A Tisket, A Tasket, A Longaberger Basket) that won the 

most tickets (votes) during our SAW Banquet. Chris will hold the 

stunning trophy until someone wins it from her next April! 

 

WHO’S WHO in the CSEC – Meet Christie Perry 

Hello! I’m Christie Perry, Administrative Clerk in the Dept. of Emergency Medicine 

(North Building) for two years, and am finishing up my first year on the CSEC. I live in 

Pekin, and have a daughter, a son and five grand-children. I love to: cook and bake; 

watch all kinds of movies; spend time with family and days off with friends; and give 

back to the community. I have enjoyed serving on the Council, meeting and working 

with employees from other departments that I might otherwise not have met. I 

encourage you to consider joining the CSEC and having fun with us.    

 

Class Act Nominations 

Who has gone “above and beyond” to help you with a work project or has done something 

that made your day? Recognize that special co-worker’s contribution with a statement of 

appreciation published in the newsletter and a certificate that will be sent to them on your 

behalf.  Nominate your special co-worker by sending the details about why they are a 

“Class Act” to Shelby Miller at smille59@uic.edu.  

 

  

  

The Community Chest is a fund that supports civil service staff members facing any kind of hardship. You may 

nominate yourself or a co-worker by sending an email request to Shelby smille59@uic.edu  or Kathy 

kjslater@uic.edu. If we can help pay your electric bill or buy the tire that blew because all your money has 

gone to medical bills, for example, then the fund can assist.   

 

Check out the CSEC Webpage 

Stop by and see who your Civil Service Employees Council (CSEC) Representatives are for the 2017-18                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

AY and learn more about CSEC activities at http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/csec/. 

 

Community Chest 
 

 

mailto:smille59@uic.edu
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What a ‘carnival of fun’ at the CSEC Staff Appreciation Banquet, held on April 26! Congratulations to the award 
recipients and nominees! Thank you for your outstanding contributions, for using your light to exemplify 
excellence to fulfill the UICOMP mission. You ALL shine! 
 

Distinguished Staff Recipient:  Cathy Huntsman, nominated by Tracey Vogelsang 
 

Dean’s Staff Award Recipients: Paula Hartweg, nominated by Dr. Fischer; Loni Wenzel, nominated by 

Kathy Slater; Shari Wynn, nominated by Adam Yerian 
 

Team Award Recipients:  Purchasing, Penny Halverson, Gracita Edwards and Barb Staggs, nominated by 

Shari Wynn 
 

Rose Award: Lynne Manley nominated by Bruce Broughton and Cathy Huntsman 

 

Additional Distinguished/Dean’s Staff nominees: 
Christina Constantinidou, nominated by Dr. Zakharian 

Joellyn Doty, nominated by Dr. Hanks  

Mary Jean Dzurisin, nominated by Kim Deets 

Kathy Slater, nominated by Marnie Koeppel and a nomination from Jennifer Young 

Stephanie Sampson, nominated by Angela Daniels 

 

Additional Team nominees:  
Team CIS, nominated by Dr. Dominguese: Justin Cree, Nick Dennis, Brad Norrell, Trisha Thurman 

Team Dean’s Office, nominated by Laureen Perkins:  Kristy Bushart, Dennis Driscoll, Adam Yerian 

Team Admin Peds, nominated by Dr. de Alarcon: Cheri Mahony, David McMillin, Kim Montgomery, Deanna 

Klumb, Carole Siefken, Stacy Schlueter, Kristi Hasty, Kira Healey, Amanda Franklin, Stephanie Mahony, Tina 

VanYzendoorn, Julie Dawson, Brandon Beekman 

Team Peds Subspecialty, nominated by Kim Alexander: Vicki Helton, Pam Williams, Jessica Kilper, Joe 

Newcomb, Stephanie Hornbuckle, Ashley Johnson, Bernie Rubio, Javelyn McGrane, Erica Duffy, Teresa Barr, 

Ashley Monahan, Kim Garcia, Terry Flynn, Shelby Miller, Lauri Davis, Amanda Daily, Josie Martinez, Jenn 

Martin, Haily Rhoades, Camilla Pietreniak, Lesa Armstrong, Meg Tomlins, Stacy Boyd, Aimee Oliver 

 

Additional Rose Award nominees:  

Adam Yerian nominated by Shari Wynn 

Jenny Johannes nominated by Drs. Gupta and de Alarcón 

Kim Deets nominated by Dave Haney 

Loni Wenzel nominated by Adam Yerian 

Lorraine Deluhery nominated by Shari Wynn 

Awards  
 



Congratulations Graduates! 
“I hope your dreams take you... to the corners of your 

smiles, to the highest of your hopes, to the windows of 

your opportunities, and to the most special places your 

heart has ever known.” ~unknown 

 

 

 

  

 

Think Green! 

Only print when necessary. 
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