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In addition to these direct services, your support over the 
years has helped provide medical social services to thousands 
of children and their families. We have also educated countless child 
protection workers, law enforcement professionals and medical 
providers about identification and prevention of child abuse and 
neglect.  PRC’s unique services would not have been possible 
without the support of our community board, PRC staff and you.  
I am excited to share our plans to celebrate Pediatric Resource 
Center’s 25 years of providing outstanding medical services to the 
children of central Illinois.   
As is often the case, the numbers only tell part of the story. Through 
your support of PRC, we have been able to influence the lives of 
so many children and families throughout the region. In the coming 
months, we will highlight PRC’s regional impact through a series 
of stories about PRC’s direct services, outreach efforts, community 
involvement 

and prevention services. Please be sure to like our Facebook 
page to learn more about PRC’s role within our community 

and to learn helpful information regarding child abuse prevention 
and assessment. Information about upcoming events and the 25th 
Anniversary celebration is located on page 4 of this newsletter. 
2018 has been a year of disclosures regarding child sexual abuse by 
some of our country’s most visible youth. We have seen the #metoo 
movement and disclosures of child sexual abuse from child actors 
to Olympians regarding their sexual abuse experience as young 
children and teens. Like these brave actors and athletes, children in 
our community find the courage to disclose child sexual and physical 
abuse every day.  Your support ensures that these most vulnerable 
child victims receive specialty care from the most experienced team 
possible. We have a saying at PRC, “We hope you never need us, 
but we are here in case you do.”  Thank you for making this possible 
over the past 25 years!     - Stephanie Johnson, Executive Director

The Pediatric Resource Center is excited 
to celebrate 25 years of service to abused 
and neglected children in central Illinois in 
June 2018. Since opening our doors in June 
of 1993, the PRC has provided specialized, 
child-friendly medical evaluations to almost 
8,000 child victims of sexual abuse, physical 
abuse or neglect. 
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Dr. Channing Petrak, 
PRC’s Medical Director, 
has been named as the 
Medical Representative 
to the National Children’s 
Alliance (NCA) Board of 
Directors.  Dr. Petrak will 

also share her expertise by serving on the NCA’s Physical Abuse 
Collaborative Work Group.  The National Children’s Alliance is 
the national association and accrediting body for a network of 
more than 850 Children’s Advocacy Centers (CACs).  Formed 
in 1988, the NCA serves as a voice for abused children and 
works to ensure that CACs provide a coordinated, evidence-
based response to abused children.

When police or child protective services learn about concerns 
that a child is being abused, the child is brought to the local 
CAC—a safe, child-focused environment—by a caregiver or 
other “safe” adult.  At the CAC, the child tells their story once 
to a trained interviewer who knows the right questions to ask 
in a way that is child-centered and evidence informed. Then, 
a team that includes medical professionals, law enforcement, 
mental health, prosecution, child protective services, victim 
advocacy, and other professionals makes decisions together 
about how to help the child based on the interview.  In many 
counties in central Illinois, the Pediatric Resource Center 
offers medical expertise to CACs in order to provide 
direct services to child abuse victims and to coordinate 
and improve the response to child abuse and neglect.

PRC’s Executive Director, Stephanie Johnson, shared, “Dr. 
Petrak’s appointment to the National Children’s Alliance Board 
is a great honor for Dr. Petrak and PRC, as it provides national 
recognition of the outstanding services that Dr. Petrak and the 
entire staff at PRC give to abused children and their families 
in central Illinois every day.  The PRC and NCA have the same 
overall mission to provide efficient, child-focused, specialty 
services to children who may have experienced child sexual 
abuse or serious physical abuse.” 

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Channing Petrak on this 
great honor.

You are making  
it possible!
In the last half of 2017, PRC 
evaluated a record number 
of children. From October to 
December alone, we served 119 
children with specialized medical care. 

With your support, you are ensuring 
that every child who needs it receives 
our specialized, child-friendly medical 
care in an environment where  
they are believed, respected  
and honored.

Dr. Petrak Named to  
NCA Board of Directors

The Birthday

Record Impact by the Numbers 
July through December 2017

214 children
received PRC’s 

specialized, 
child-friendly 
evaluations

75 children were 
examinated at local 

hospitals by PRC 
medical and social 

services staff

99% of children 
evaluated by PRC 

were in a safe 
environment after 
direct services by 

PRC staff

Neglect - 7%

Sexual 
Abuse - 31%

Physical  
Abuse - 62%

The PRC and NCA have the 
same overall mission to provide 
efficient, child-focused, specialty 

services to children who may have 
experienced abuse
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I was recently made aware of the Pediatric Resource Center 
and I am blown away by the incredible work done to protect 
the smallest and most stifled voices. I am an incredibly proud 

adoptive mom of a Shaken Baby Syndrome survivor. She’s  
almost 10 and she is the true definition of “sunshine.” 

Gabby was spoiled rotten this Christmas- and rightfully so - so 
we decided to purchase several items from the PRC’s Amazon 
Wish List in her honor and in lieu of traditional birthday gifts. 

It is the perfect way for us to honor our brave, beautiful girl on 
her golden birthday. Thank you so much for all the work you 
do for kids in need. I wish we lived in a world where places 

like PRC weren’t needed in the first place, but I’m so grateful 
such services exist for those who need them. 

  -Courtney 

Our Exams for  
Concerns of  

Sexual Abuse Are:
•  Child- friendly and pain-free

•  External only – no speculum

•  Supported by a Case Coordinator,  
    always  in the room providing  
    comfort, distraction,  
    and guidance

Left:  The colposcope PRC medical providers 
use for a magnified, well-lit external look  
at possible injuries

You can purchase comfort items for children who are  
seen at the PRC through our Amazon Wish List   

http://go.uic.edu/PRCWishList

A Birthday Gift  
to the PRC 

The Birthday
Girl

Celebrating By Giving Back!
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July 14, 2018 - Call PRC for tickets

Kick Abuse 5K Trail Run & Fun Walk

October 6, 2018 - Sponsorship & Underwriting Opportunities Available

Harvesting Hope Fall Fundraising Gala

June 29, 2018 - Call PRC for more details

Upcoming PRC Events

PRC Night at Peoria Chiefs - Buffet Night

Thank you J.K. Williams!
The Pediatric Resource Center would like to sincerely thank 
J.K. Williams Distilling for their years of generous support 
of the PRC and our work providing child-
friendly, specialized medical care to abused 
and neglected children.  Not only has J.K. 
Williams been a corporate underwriter of 
our Kick Abuse at Kickapoo 5K for 3 years 
and donated some of our most popular 
items in our Harvesting Hope silent and 
live auctions, but J.K. Williams also created 
Kindred Spirits, an awareness event for PRC 
to share our mission with a varied population. 

As the family behind J.K. Williams moves 
on to new adventures, we wish them luck!

25th Anniversary Breakfast Reception

PRC’s 25th Anniversary Celebration – short celebration breakfast reception celebrating 
exactly 25 years since we saw our first patient. Held at University Pediatrics  
(320 E Armstrong, Entrance 1, Second Floor) 7:30am. RSVP Required.

PRC Event at the Chiefs – join us on Jimmy Buffet night for an evening of fireworks, 
jersey auction and family fun. Purchase your tickets through PRC to benefit the  
PRC – 309-624-9595

Harvesting Hope fall fundraising gala – New Venue - Embassy Suites – Celebrating 25 years of Hope 
More Information on page 6
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Since 2001

SIGN UP NOW!
Race Day: April 21, 2018     Race Start: 8:30 AM 

$30/$25 for students/$8 for 3 & Under • 3 FREE wine tastings ages 21+ • Brunch $10 
Come run or walk in the beautiful vineyards of Kickapoo Creek Winery  

and support the Pediatric Resource Center

100% of Proceeds help fund medical and social services to 
abused and neglected children in central Illinois! 

BACK AGAIN: Kids Fun Run! (Ages 10 and Under)

Sponsorship and Underwriting Available - Call Stephanie at 309-624-9595

Sign Up at http://go.uic.edu/KickAbuse5K
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These dedicated friends of the PRC make monthly gifts to the PRC 
that provide a consistent, reliable income stream, allowing us to 
focus more resources for our lifesaving programs, and less on raising 
the necessary funds needed. 

Our PRC Partner for Kids like it because it’s easy to budget and it 
feels great to make a difference for children every month of the year.

Mrs. Denise Adams, Jim Maloof Realtor
Ms. Margaret Burnett
Dr. & Mrs. Keith and Lori Hanson
Mr. and Mrs. Rich and Barb Johnson
Ms. Stephanie Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Greg and Kathy Miller

To set up your monthly donation, go to http://go.uic.edu/PRCGiving or  
call Stephanie Johnson at 309-624-9595 for more details!

Thank you to our PRC Partners for Kids!
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Honorariums
In Memory of Peggy Graumlich
    James Graumlich
In Memory of Dr. Terry Tosi  
    Sharon Danner
In Honor and Memory  
    of All Abused Children
    April Wagner

In Honor of  
  Mrs. Pat Hagenbuch’s Birthday
    Linda Simkins

In Honor of Dr. Kay Saving
    Dr. & Mrs. Paul and LaDona Fishkin
    Cynthia & Donald Meyer

Blue Ribbon Society 
The Blue Ribbon Society was established as a component of 

The Foundation for the Endowed Medicine Campaign of the 
University of Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria. Gifts to the 
Blue Ribbon Society are restricted to the PRC Endowment 
Fund and directly benefit the Pediatric Resource Center’s 
program for abused and neglected children.

Blue Ribbon Society  
Founding Members
Polly & Glen Barton
Cindy & Bill Fischer
Pat & LeRoy Hagenbuch
Theresa & Bill Heidrich
Barbara & Joe Henderson
Lois & Ed Holscher
Lincoln Office Supply
Kay L. Saving, M.D.
Linda K. Simkins

Blue Ribbon  
Society Members
CEFCU
Mrs. Ellen Foster
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Gootee
Green Chevrolet Hummer
Dave and Tanja Hands**
Richard Horndasch, M.D.
Mrs. Patricia Jansen
Mrs. Marjorie Lauterbach
Cynthia McKone

Janet K. O’Neill
Katie & Jim Owens
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Pearl
Peoria Metro New  
   Car Dealers Association
Rebecca L. Vasterling

**New Members

Two New Ways to Join the Fight Against Child Abuse
Your gifts to the PRC help abused and neglected children receive the truly unique child-friendly, specialized medical care offered 
nowhere else in central Illinois. With your donation, you are making a difference in the lives of our most vulnerable children 
today, and every day.  As part of our 25th Anniversary Year Celebrations, friends of the PRC have two new distinctions in giving.

Become part of the PRC Protectors by signing up to give 
a monthly gift and make a difference for abused children 
every month of the year.  Your monthly gift will ensure 
that our clinics are staffed with caring staff who have the 
expertise to provide accurate diagnosis and treatment for 
child abuse victims.

Another way to impact the lives of abused and neglected 
children this year is to join PRC’s Silver Society. You 
can join PRC’s 2018 Silver Society by investing $2,500 
or more to ensure abused and neglected children are 
believed, respected and honored by caring medical 
professionals who are specially-trained to help.  Your 
gift of support helps PRC focus on what we do best – 
provide outstanding medical care for children and families 
impacted by child abuse and neglect.

For more information or to join either the PRC 
Protectors or the Silver Society, call 309-624-9595.

 

Great Ways Your 
$50 Gift Helps...

Your Dollars Can Directly Help Abused and 

Neglected Children Right Here in Central Illinois!

Prevention Information
$50 can purchase prevention information 

packets used to educate the community 

on child sexual abuse prevention

Needed Clothing
$50 can provide 16 pairs of underwear

or 5 outfits for children who 

do not have them

Gas Cards
$50 can help 5 families get the child-friendly

specialty care that their child needs but is not

available in their community 

Nutritious Snacks
$50 can give 50 hungry kids a nutritious snack 

while at PRC receiving their evaluation

Distraction Items
$50 can purchase items such as Viewmasters and

other distraction toys that PRC Case Coordinators

use during child sexual abuse exams

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

http://go.uic.edu/PRCWishList
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It is an honor for me to be able to serve 
on the Community Board for the Pediatric 
Resource Center (PRC). Especially this year, 
as we mark 25 years of serving children in 
central Illinois.  
Often, when I talk to people about my 
involvement with this organization, I 
immediately get a couple of questions…
Why and How? Why this charity…tell me 
more about the Pediatric Resource Center?  
That discussion is quickly followed by 

How…how can I get involved and help make a difference?
Well, the why is simple. Did you know that on average, 5 children a 
day die from abuse or neglect?  That is EVERY, SINGLE DAY! And, 1 
in 7 girls is a victim of child sexual abuse; for boys, it’s 1 in 25. Those 
numbers are staggering. These children need an advocate, a champion; 
a team of professionals that can provide unique, child-friendly medical 
evaluations and social services. The specialized approach provided by the 
PRC allows the child to have input in their examination. Why is that 
important? For the child, this can often eliminate unnecessary trauma 
from an examination that is almost always occurring from an already 
traumatic experience. And, because knowing the signs of abuse is vital 
to help quickly identify victims, the team of experts at the PRC spend 
a significant amount of time working to provide educational services to 
medical professionals, medical residents, and non-medical professionals 
from fields like education and law enforcement.  The why for me comes 
down to this…I want to make sure the PRC continues to have the

resources they need to be able to help victims of abuse and neglect…
it’s that simple! 
So, now for the how. How can you help?  
Are you a runner, or even a walker? If so, the Kick Abuse at Kickapoo 
5K Trail Run and Fun Walk is coming up on April 21 at Kickapoo Creek 
Winery. This morning race takes place in a beautiful setting and is fun for 
the whole family! Is race participation not up your alley? Sponsors are 
always needed for the event, and we would love to have you join our 
“race” to provide abuse education.  Please contact Amanda with the PRC 
at 309.624.9595, if you would be interested in providing a sponsorship!
Like baseball? Then we’ve got the event for you…you can join us at 
the Peoria Chiefs game on July 14 for Jimmy Buffett night and support 
the PRC, which is the evening’s featured charity. Besides bidding on 
some fabulous team jerseys that will be auctioned off to benefit our 
organization, you can stop by the Wheel of Wow, win some prizes, and 
learn more about the services the PRC provides!
And, remember to mark your calendars for the PRC’s premier event…
Harvesting Hope taking place at East Peoria’s Embassy Suites on Saturday, 
October 6!  With it being the PRC’s 25th anniversary, this blue jeans and 
bling gala is sure to be our best yet! We hope you can join us for a fun-
filled night featuring dueling pianos and an exciting live-auction as we 
work to increase awareness and funding for this wonderful organization!  
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, thank you for your support of the 
PRC. Without your continued support, we would not be able to carry 
out our mission to meet the needs of abused and neglected children.

Return Service Requested

Janã Stevens,  President 
 Pediatric Resource Center Community Board

530 N.E. Glen Oak Avenue
Peoria, IL 61637

Spring is here! Enjoy the warmer weather  
on April 21 at the 6th annual  

Kick Abuse at Kickapoo 5K Trail Run  
and Fun Walk. Proceeds benefit the PRC.

Details Inside!
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