
On behalf of UICOMP’s students 
and residents, thank you to the 
dedicated faculty members who 
educate tomorrow’s physicians. 
Your devotion, enthusiasm, and 

expertise help the 
College of Medicine 
“Lead Collaboration 
to Improve Health.”

Faculty Appreciation Book
2017



Faculty Award Winners
Charles J. Aprahamian, MD 
Julius C. Bonello, MD
Matthew T. Bramlet, MD
Ryan D. Finkenbine, MD
Ken-ichiro Fukuchi, MD, PhD 
Harleena K. Kendhari, MD
Stephen M. Lasley, PhD
Larry S. Lindahl, MD
Teresa J. Lynch, MD
Kirk D. Moberg, MD, PhD
Channing S. Petrak, MD
David M. Pinson, DVM, PhD  
Michael D. Tarantino, MD
Andrew J. Tsung, MD
Krishna K. Veeravalli, PhD
Kiran K. Velpula, PhD
David Z. Wang, DO
Teaching Excellence for M2 Courses
Sarah E. Bach, MD 
Michael D. Cashman, MD
Subramanyam Chittivelu, MD
Jacqueline L. Fischer, MD
James F. Graumlich, MD
John W. Hafner, MD
Jessica R. Hanks, MD
Gordon W. James, MD
Pushpa A. Joseph, MD
S. Brian McIntyre, EdD
John H. Pula, MD
Sara L. Rusch, MD

CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE 2017 AWARDEES & HONOREES
Teaching Excellence for Clerkships 
Tracy Bochantin, MD
Matthew D. Jager, DO
Andrew J. Lancia, MD
Jaime M. Libes, MD
Rone Lin, MD
Mohannad M. Mannaa, MD
James R. Morse II, MD
Thomas M. Rashid, MD
Mary E. Ross, MD, PhD
Andrew M. Venturella, MD

Golden Apple
Matthew J. Mischler, MD 
Benjamin R. Pflederer, MD
Krishna K. Veeravalli, PhD

Promotions
Richard C. Anderson, MD
Jean L. Clore, PhD
Jacek W. Graczykowski, MD
Darrel C. Gumm, MD
Tinoy Kizhakekuttu, MD
Andrew J. Lancia, MD
Sean Meagher, MD
Steven S. Tsoraides, MD



Outstanding Senior Scholar  
Stanley M. Bugaieski, MD

Curriculum Innovation Award
Elsa L. Vazquez-Melendez, MD

Community Health Awards
Tamara Olt, MD
Children’s Home Association of Illinois 

M2 Course Directors 
Maqbool B. Ali, MD 
Valeria C. Benavides-Lopez, MD
Timothy J. Bruce, PhD
Michael D. Cashman, MD 
Subramanyam Chittivelu, MD
Jacqueline L. Fischer, MD
Bahareh Hassanzadeh, MD
Matthew D. Jager, DO
Gordon W. James, MD
Pushpa A. Joseph, MD
Kishore M. Karamchandani, MD
Douglas J. Kasper, MD
Stephen M. Lasley, PhD
S. Brian McIntyre, EdD
Sara L. Rusch, MD
Michael H. Veeder, MD
Krishna K. Veeravalli, PhD
Suneetha Venkatapuram, MD
Anu Vishwanath, MD

Health Sciences Educators 
Yerko Berrocal, MD
David J. Dominguese, PhD
Shannon Egli, MS
Jonathan R. Fisher, PhD
Jolene Harris, MS
David S. McPheeters, PhD
Jenna Regan, PhD
Richard I. Tapping, PhD

Clerkship Directors
Richard C. Anderson, MD 
Saurabh K. Bansal, MD
James W. Barnett, MD
Timothy J. Bruce, PhD
Jorge C. Kattah, MD
Thomas G. Lee, DO
Heather M. McLauchlan, MD
Matthew J. Mischler, MD
Patrick T. Tracy, MD
Manajyoti Yadav, MD
Amy L. Zacharias, MD

Subinternship Directors 
Richard C. Anderson, MD
Harleena K. Kendhari, MD
J. Stephen Marshall, MD 
Matthew J. Mischler, MD
Steven S. Tsoraides, MD
Amy L. Zacharias, MD



Maqbool B. Ali, MD

M2 Course Director 
for Reproductive  

“Dr. Ali worked through her set of 
learning objectives in an organized 
and efficient manner.”
“Dr. Ali had great handouts!”
“Dr. Ali spoke clearly and is very 
nice.”
– M2 Students

Meenakshy K. Aiyer, MD

M1 Task Force 

Meenakshy Aiyer, MD, FACP, a 
Professor of Clinical Medicine, is the 
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs 
and Head of the Department of Health 
Sciences Education at the University of 
Illinois College of Medicine Peoria. Dr. 
Aiyer led the overhaul of the medical 
curricula at the Peoria campus – part 
of a collaborative process across the 
College of Medicine. 



Promoted to Professor of Clinical 
Surgery, Department of Surgery

Surgery Clerkship Director 
Surgery M4 Subinternship Director

“One of the best teachers I have ever had 
the pleasure to work with. Extremely 
friendly, caring, understanding. The 
most effective teacher!”
“When he is not actively teaching, he is 
teaching by example - it’s a wonderful 
learning experience to observe Dr. 
Anderson explain diseases and 
procedures to his patients.”
– M3 Students

Richard C. Anderson, MD

UICOMP Outstanding Teaching and 
Service Award for Community-Based 

Faculty
“Dr. Aprahamian is the quintessential 
academic surgeon. His combination of 
superb clinical and diagnostic surgical 
skills, compassionate, caring and 
thorough teaching skills and persistent 
dedication to research provides a high 
standard of excellence for our residents, 
students and faculty. He regularly scores 
‘Outstanding’ in his resident evaluations 
and receives feedback such as, ‘Absolute 
best attending I had to work with thus 
far in my med school career.”’ 
– Colleague

Charles J. Aprahamian, MD



Internal Medicine 
Assistant Clerkship Director

“Excellent professor, continuously 
updated on new guidelines and 
recommendations but also has 
significant insight into different types of 
patient interactions and is able to help 
explain how certain diseases affect 
patients on a social or emotional level.”
“Dr. Bansal treated me like a sub-
intern, and allowed me the autonomy 
to work how I wanted during my week 
on service.”
– M3 Students

Saurabh K. Bansal, MD

Sarah E. Bach, MD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Endocrine & Reproductive Course

“Dr. Bach consistently has been the 
best instructor throughout the M2 year.  
Her level of preparation and delivery 
of powerpoints is second to none of the 
instructors.”
“Dr. Bach’s slides and presentation 
are very well organized and easy 
to follow. She does a great job 
explaining concepts in a way we can 
understand.”
– M2 Students



M2 Co-Course Director 
for Endocrine

“Dr. Benavides outlined and 
included all the relevant diseases 
with the appropriate classifications 
in a logical manner.”
“Dr. Benavides had a great delivery 
of lectures!”
– M2 Students

Valeria C. Benavides-Lopez, MD

RSPP Program Director

“Dr. Barnett combines his knowledge 
of rural medicine needs with his 
excellent interpersonal skills to find 
the ideal sites for students to gain the 
most from their RSPP experience.”
– Thomas B. Golemon, MD, FAAFP

James W. Barnett, MD



Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Obstetrics & Gynecology M3 Clerkship
“I have never worked with such a 
great preceptor before. Dr. Bochantin 
encouraged me to be hands-on and 
was so willing to always teach whether 
it be at 9:00am in her office or 3:00am 
at a delivery.”
“Working with Dr. Bochantin was a 
wonderful experience. Her enthusiasm 
for teaching and collegial approach 
to students was refreshing, and her 
interest in my career goals helped to 
make my time in clinic and L&D more 
valuable.”
– M3 Students

Tracy Bochantin, MD

Yerko Berrocal, MD

Health Sciences Educator
Physiology

A native of Chile, Dr. Berrocal 
earned his medical degree from 
Catholic University of Santiago de 
Guayaquil, followed by completing 
a post-doctoral fellowship in 
Neuroscience from University of 
Miami, Miller School of Medicine. 
Dr. Berrocal has extensive 
experience in the basic sciences, 
development of medical curriculum, 
LCME accreditation, and student 
support. 



UICOMP Outstanding Clinical, 
Technological, or Scholarly 

Achievements Applied to Medical 
Research Award

“Dr. Bramlet has developed a program of 
three-dimensional printing of congenital 
heart defects in children. This program 
has become one of the leading programs 
in the country. As such, Dr. Bramlet has 
been a founder and participant in the 
Congenital Heart Library at NIH that 
collects three-dimensional models of all 
heart defects as a reference to be used 
worldwide. The program has generated 
external funding for the production of the 
models.”
– Colleague

Matthew T. Bramlet, MD

UICOMP Outstanding Teaching Award
“Dr. Bonello has always been 
extremely popular with the students 
and has been consistently rated 
‘Outstanding’ by them. His passion 
for medical history adds a dimension 
to his teaching that keeps learners 
engaged and entertained. His joy of 
teaching is evident in his vivid stories 
and presentations, in his sense of 
humor and approachability, and in 
his genuine passion for helping his 
students.”
– ColleagueJulius C. Bonello, MD



Outstanding Senior Scholar 2017

“Stanley M. Bugaieski, M.D. was 
chosen as the Outstanding Senior 
Scholar for 2017 due to his many 
years of service to the University 
of Illinois College of Medicine at 
Peoria and leadership in founding 
the Senior Scholars program. His 
leadership in pulmonary medicine 
and continuing medical education 
were outstanding, as well as 
participation in numerous medical 
and community activities at local, 
state and national levels.”
– Senior Scholars Committee

Stanley M. Bugaieski, MD

Psychiatry Clerkship Director
M2 Course Director for Psychiatry 

and Behavioral Medicine 
“Every Dr. Bruce session was highly 
helpful.”
“Dr. Bruce’s small group session on 
Bipolar Disorder and Depression 
was essential for me to understand 
the material.” 
“Dr. Bruce’s final review session was 
very helpful!”
– M2 Students

Timothy J. Bruce, PhD



Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Respiratory Course

M2 Co-Course Director for  
Respiratory

“Dr. Chittivelu’s pathology lab was 
very relevant and had many high 
yield facts.”
“I appreciate Dr. C’s positive 
attitude and friendliness. He is 
very knowledgeable and good at 
answering questions about the 
content.”
– M2 Students

Subramanyam Chittivelu, MD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Gastrointestinal Course

M2 Course Director for Gastrointestinal
“Dr. Cashman’s handouts are highly 
detailed and well organized. They 
were a great resource to supplement 
the powerpoint material.”
“Dr. Cashman has many intriguing 
clinical vignettes and good concepts.”
“Dr. Cashman is very invested in 
students and feedback.”
– M2 StudentsMichael D. Cashman, MD



Promoted to Associate Professor of 
Clinical Psychiatry

Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Medicine

“Dr. Clore is a great teacher. She has 
a great command for the material. 
She is very clear in her expectations 
and that is appreciated. Her feedback 
is well thought out and relevant. I feel 
very comfortable going to her with 
questions or concerns. She is always 
looking for opportunities to improve 
the clinic/residency. Working with her 
has been a great experience!” 
– Resident Jean Clore, PhD

M1 Task Force
Theme Leader: Health Care Systems

Dr. Christison is an Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics with a 
research interest in pediatric obesity, 
clinical outcomes research, and 
practice based research. She is 
engaged in national initiatives to 
improve healthy childhood weight 
and a member of two national 
research collaboratives. She received 
the Research Scholar of the Year 
2016. Her previous experience as 
a service line director helped her 
to spearhead the development and 
integration of Heathcare Systems 
Curriculum. 

Amy L. Christison, MD



Shannon Egli, MS

Health Sciences Educator 
Anatomy

Shannon received his BS in 
Psychology from Iowa State 
University, followed by a Master’s 
in Biomedical Sciences with an 
emphasis in Neuroscience. A former 
college professor and biomedical 
scientist, he is the Anatomical 
Coordinator at Jump Simulation, 
where he oversees the daily activities 
of the Anatomical Lab. These 
activities center on anatomical 
training and preparation for realistic 
surgical procedure simulations using 
cadaveric specimens for medical 
education and research.

Health Sciences Educator
Anatomy

Dr. Dominguese received a BA in 
Athletic Training and Sociology from 
University of Wisconsin-Parkside, 
a MS in Biomechanics from Illinois 
State University, and Ph.D. in 
Anatomy from Ohio University. He 
has extensive clinical experience 
in sports medicine & orthopedics 
as an athletic trainer, teacher, and 
researcher. 

David J. Dominguese, PhD



M2 Course Director for Skeletal, 
Connective Tissue, and Skin

“Dr. Fischer is so professional, so 
knowledgeable. She is an awesome 
course director who really invested 
a lot of time into the course and the 
students!! She attended every lecture.”    
“Dr. Fischer kept the course very 
organized and was always willing 
to jump in and help when other 
instructors needed help. Her 
review at the end of the course was 
amazing!”   
– M2 Students Jacqueline L. Fischer, MD

UICOMP Outstanding Service Award

“In addition to his demanding roles 
and unwavering service to the 
University, Dr. Finkenbine was 
recently recognized for his state-wide 
leadership in service to the Illinois 
Psychiatric Society by being elected 
its president. As President of IPS, 
Dr. Finkenbine presents the 
organization’s interest at the national 
level, reviewing and commenting on 
legislation involving mental health care.”      
– Colleague 

Ryan D. Finkenbine, MD



UICOMP Faculty of the Year
“Dr. Fukuchi has a national reputation, exceptional 
funding record and a long list of basic science 
discoveries in the area of etiology and prevention 
of Alzheimer’s disease. He has authored 78 
publications and serves on the editorial board of 
multiple journals. Dr. Fukuchi is also a team player 
who supports the Department, the campus and the 
University. He serves on several committees, some 
in a leadership role. He mentors junior faculty, takes 
medical students into his laboratory, and is flexible 
in adapting to change. He delivers lectures to our 
M2 students within the area of pharmacology. Dr. 
Fukuchi is clearly an exceptional individual with 
contributions that have occurred consistently over 
years.”
– Colleague

Ken-ichiro Fukuchi, MD, PhD

Health Sciences Educator
Cell Biology and Histology

Dr. Fisher earned his PhD in Molecular 
Cell Biology from Washington 
University in St. Louis and held a 
post-doctoral research position at 
Wake Forest University in North 
Carolina. His graduate research work 
focused on using serotonin signaling to 
reduce production of amyloid beta in 
Alzheimer’s disease. His postdoctoral 
work examined neuropeptide 
regulation of metabolism. He has been 
working with current faculty to develop 
the new integrated curriculum.

Jonathan R. Fisher, PhD



Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Pharmacology Course

“Dr. Graumlich is very clear and 
thorough.”
“Dr. Graumlich is very organized 
and provided interesting and 
necessary content.”
“Dr. Graumlich is excellent at 
explaining things in simple terms.”
– M2 Students

 James F. Graumlich, MD

Promoted to Clinical Associate Professor
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology

“Dr. Graczykowski’s field of 
reproductive infertility is very 
complicated but he finds ways to 
engage us and teach us the relevant 
material as applicable to our board 
exams as well as daily clinical 
practice. He has the ability to break 
down dense topics into their more 
simple components to facilitate our 
learning.”
– Resident Jacek W. Graczykowski, MD



Teaching Excellence Award 
for the Ethics Course

“Dr. Hafner does a great job of 
integrating the material into clinical 
scenarios and being realistic with 
the class. He is really good at guiding 
discussion.”
“Dr. Hafner is engaging with the 
audience and summarizing main 
points to make students feel heard.”
– M2 Students

John W. Hafner, MD

Promoted to Clinical Associate Professor
Department of Medicine

“Excellent educational experience. 
I learned a great deal in a short 
amount of time. Dr. Gumm’s 
enthusiasm for medicine, cardiology, 
his patients and life in general, is 
contagious.”
– Resident
 

Darrel C. Gumm, MD



Health Sciences Educator
Anatomy

Jolene received her BS in Biology 
and Master’s of Science in Clinical 
Anatomy both from Creighton 
University, where she has served 
the past three years as an adjunct 
instructor. She has taught 
undergraduate, graduate, and 
professional students – both medical 
& physical therapy students – in the 
classroom and gross lab. 

Jolene Harris, MS

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Introduction to Clinical Medicine 

Course
Assitant Dean for Preclinical 
Curriculum and Evaluation

M1 Task Force
“Dr. Hanks was a wonderful strong 
group leader and always went out 
of her way to connect the clinical 
exam skills we were learning with the 
science behind it.”
“I loved working with Dr. Hanks. She 
is extremely knowledgeable, easy to 
work with, and provides very useful 
clinical insights.” 
– M2 Students

Jessica R. Hanks, MD



Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Internal Medicine M3 Clerkship

M2 Course Director for 
Introduction to Clinical Medicine

“Dr. Jager delivers high quality 
education to M3 students in the 
clinical wards and in the classroom, 
with his EKG lecture for M3 rated 
among the best learning experiences 
in the M3 IM clerkship.”
– Matthew J. Mischler, MD

Matthew D. Jager, DO

M2 Course Director
for Neurology

“Dr. Hassanzadeh was helpful when 
any questions arose and wanted to 
make sure everyone understood the 
material.”
“Dr. Hassanzadeh has a lot of energy 
and enthusiasm.”
– M2 Students

Bahareh Hassanzadeh, MD



M2 Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Cardiovascular, General Pathology, 

Hematopoietic & Reticuloendothelial, 
and Infection and Immunity Courses

M2 Course Director for 
General Pathology

“Dr. Joseph’s explanations, labs, and 
lab handouts are the most valuable 
aspects of this course.”
“Dr. Joseph excels at helping students 
differentiate the sticky points and 
making studying more effective.”
“Dr. Joseph is wonderful!  Labs 
helped bring all the information 
together.”
– M2 Students

Pushpa A. Joseph, MD

Gordon W. James, MD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Renal-Urinary Course

M2 Course Director for Renal-Urinary

“Dr. James’ dual sessions were a great 
way to present material and then 
have time to work through the steps 
of each problem.” 

“One of the best aspects of the course 
was Dr. James’ practice questions.”
“Dr. James took a difficult topic and 
made it simpler and more engaging.”
– M2 Students



M2 Course Director 
for Infection & Immunity

M1 Task Force
Subtheme Leader: Basic Science Oversight
“Dr. Kasper is awesome. He does a 
great job of boiling things down to the 
absolute essentials.”
“One of the best aspects of the course 
was Dr. Kasper telling us how the 
disease will present in real life.”
“Dr. Kasper is highly knowledgeable 
and does a fantastic job focusing 
in on the most significant pieces of 
information.”
– M2 StudentsDouglas J. Kasper, MD

M2 Co-Course Director 
for Respiratory

“Dr. K’s first two lectures were well 
done. They had dense material, and 
his slides made it easy to go back 
and review the information to fully 
understand it. It had great tie-in to 
what was covered in renal.” 
“Dr. Karamchandani was extremely 
available to answer questions. He 
made acid/base less scary!” 
– M2 Students

Kishore M. Karamchandani, MD



UICOMP Outstanding Service Award
Pediatrics M4 Subinternship Director
“Regarding service outside of the 
Children’s Hospital, Dr. Kendhari 
has been involved in medical 
missions to Haiti for many years. 
She is also actively involved in 
community outreach opportunities. 
As an example, she organizes a 
yearly service opportunity for her 
division; most recently, this involved 
contributing to the Children’s Home. 
The mere fact that she not only 
serves, but pushes others to do the 
same, is evidence of her dedication.”
– Colleague

Harleena K. Kendhari, MD

Neurology Clerkship Director

“Dr. Kattah is one of the most 
amazing teachers we have! His 
enthusiasm is contagious and he 
inspires us to work harder. I always 
look forward to every chance I have 
to work with Dr. Kattah!”
– Resident

Jorge C. Kattah, MD



Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Psychiatry M3 Clerkship

Promoted to Associate Professor of 
Clinical Psychiatry

Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Medicine

“Dr. Lancia is an excellent psychiatric 
clinician-educator and role model for 
students. He not only teaches students on 
their required clerkship rotations, he has never 
turned down a request to support an M4 
elective. As a clinician, he is an exacting and 
thorough diagnostician and knowledgeable 
and experienced treatment provider. As a 
teacher, he involves students and residents on 
inpatient rounds in ways that maximize the 
educational value of the experience.”
– Timothy J. Bruce, PhD

Andrew J. Lancia, MD

Promoted to Clinical Associate 
Professor

Department of Medicine

“Excellent attending. Fosters a very 
educational and non-threatening 
work environment and allows 
learners of all levels to thrive. Dr. 
Kizhakekuttu is a great role model 
and mentor.”
– Fellow

Tinoy Kizhakekuttu, MD



Thomas G. Lee, DO

Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Clerkship Director

“Dr. Lee is an excellent mentor. His 
desire to teach and help students is 
palpable.” 
“Dr. Lee graciously took time out 
of his day 2-3 times per week to 
talk with me about cases I have 
recently seen. These discussions were 
such beneficial times for me to ask 
questions and talk over topics that 
were confusing to me.”
– Students

UICOMP Outstanding Teaching Award 
M2 Co-Course Director for 

Pharmacology
“Dr. Lasley has a decided passion for 
his profession and an enthusiasm for 
the subject matter that he brings to the 
classroom. He presents his lectures in a 
way that transmits essential information, 
but he neither talks down to the students 
nor overwhelms them with materials 
that are irrelevant to M2 students. 
Students agree that he is what you 
want in a Pharmacology professor… 
notes are great, he is very straightforward 
in his lecturing, and he presents things 
from a clinical perspective.”
– Colleague

Stephen M. Lasley, PhD



Larry S. Lindahl, MD

UICOMP Outstanding Teaching Award

“Dr. Lindahl exceeds most of his 
peers for the duration of his teaching 
activity since he has been teaching at 
UICOMP beginning in 1981. He is 
the principal developer of geriatrics 
curriculum for the internal medicine 
residents and medical students in 
Peoria. In addition, he has developed 
and implemented the curriculum for 
multi-disciplinary care to mitigate 
health care disparities in the resident-
teaching clinic.” 
- Colleague

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Pediatrics M4 Subinternship 

“Dr. Libes and Dr. Ross always go 
out of their way to teach, be it at the 
bedside or during a procedure. It is a 
pleasure to work with them and they 
always make you feel like a part of 
the team.”
– Bhavana S. Kandikattu, MD

Jaime M. Libes, MD



Teresa J. Lynch, MD

UICOMP Outstanding Teaching and Service 
Award for Community-Based Faculty

“In her role as Program Director of the 
UICOMP Internal Medicine resident 
program, Dr. Lynch developed the 
performance improvement curriculum 
that was so successful that it is used 
as a model by other resident training 
programs in Peoria. Dr. Lynch was the 
subject matter expert for the successful 
accreditation of several fellowship 
programs by the ACGME. She also 
serves on multiple university and 
hospital committees in a leadership role 
where she advocates for the medical 
students and resident physicians.”  
– Colleague

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Internal Medicine M4 Subinternship 

“Dr. Lin devotes time and expertise 
to the education of students on the 
ID rotation, both on the clinical 
wards and on didactic material.  
He is well known for the time 
and energy he invests in student 
education and feedback.”
– Matthew J. Mischler, MD

Rone Lin, MD



J. Stephen Marshall, MD

Surgery M4 Subinternship Director

“Dr. Marshall, both in rounds and in 
the classroom, shared excellent advice 
from his experience as well as from 
clinical research. Being with him really 
showed me just how important it is to 
keep up on the literature even just from 
month to month.”
“Dr. Marshall did a good job of allowing 
for med student interaction during 
morning rounds and tried to teach 
where there were opportunities to do so. 
He also was an approachable attending.”
– M3 Students

Mohannad M. Mannaa, MD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Pediatrics M3 Clerkship

“Dr. Mannaa is a committed 
advocate for medical education 
at all levels of training. He is a 
wealth of knowledge about pediatric 
pulmonary diseases, and he 
conveys that knowledge to students 
with skill, professionalism, and 
enthusiasm. Students appreciate his 
approachability and his sincere effort 
to teach in an effective, student-
centered way.”  
– Heather M. McLauchlan, MD



Pediatrics Clerkship Director
“Dr. McLauchlan has developed a very 
exciting, educational and well organized 
pediatric clerkship. I meet with all M3 
students during their pediatric clerkship 
and they all praise the quality of the 
rotation, its organization and its work 
environment. Most of the excellence of 
the rotation is due to Dr. McLauchlan’s 
dedication and hard work on behalf of 
our students. As an individual faculty, 
she is also a source of inspiration and role 
model to our students. Our department 
is blessed in having Dr. McLauchlan as 
our Clerkship Director.”
– Pedro de Alarcon, MD

Heather M. McLauchlan, MD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Psychiatry Course

M2 Course Director for Ethics

“Dr. McIntyre facilitated a great 
exercise! I appreciated the interactive 
nature of the learning assignment 
and Dr. McIntyre’s ability to help us 
work through the complications of 
each case.”
“Dr. McIntyre has a calm demeanor 
when answering questions, and he 
provided real life scenarios to help 
make important points.”
– M2 Students

S. Brian McIntyre, EdD



Sean Meagher, MD

Promoted to Clinical Associate Professor
Departments of Radiology 

and Neurosurgery
“Dr. Meagher played a large role in 
my decision to pursue a 
neuroradiology fellowship when 
I was a resident. He was an 
excellent role model and his natural 
enthusiasm for his subspecialty made 
him an effective teacher throughout 
my training.” 
– Resident

David S. McPheeters, PhD

Health Sciences Educator
Biochemistry

Before coming to UICOMP, Dr. 
McPheeters served five years as Course 
Director of Medical Biochemistry and 
Nutrition at the University of Illinois 
COM in Urbana-Champaign.  From 
1993 to 2011, he taught and conducted 
research in RNA Biology at Case 
Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland. He obtained his PhD in 
Molecular, Cellular and Developmental 
Biology from the University of 
Colorado, Boulder in 1987 and did his 
post-doctoral research at the California 
Institute of Technology.



Kirk D. Moberg, MD, PhD

UICOMP Outstanding Teaching and Service 
Award for Community-Based Faculty

“Dr. Moberg has been very active 
in the central Illinois community 
educating policy makers, police, and 
the public about addiction issues in 
the community. His latest efforts have 
focused on the heroin epidemic and 
the value of having first responders 
equipped with naloxone to reverse 
the effects of heroin overdose. In this 
role, he is held in high esteem as ‘the’ 
local expert on this very challenging, 
national problem.”  
– Colleague

Matthew J. Mischler, MD

M4 Golden Apple Award
Internal Medicine Clerkship Director

Medicine M4 Subinternship 
Co-Course Director

“Dr. Mischler has struck the perfect 
balance between patient care and 
medical education, a skill I one day 
hope to emulate in my future practice.”  
“Appreciate the incorporation of 
sciences into the clinical environment.”
“He created a low-stress environment 
that was ideal for learning. He got 
students involved.”
– Students



M1 Task Force
Subtheme Leader: Clinical Skills

Dr. Nadir is an attending physician 
in the Department of Emergency 
Medicine at OSF Saint Francis 
Medical Center. She received the 
UICOMP Curriculum Innovation 
Award in 2016 for Development and
Implementation of the Longitudinal 
Skills Course.

Nur-Ain Nadir, MD, MHPE

James R. Morse II, MD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Family Medicine M3 Clerkship

“Dr. Morse is one of the best 
physicians I have had the privilege to 
work with during my medical school 
tenure…I am very thankful for 
having met and worked with him.”
“He is relatable and provides a 
good environment to learn. It was a 
pleasure to see the good relationships 
he has developed with all of his 
patients and I hope to emulate that 
throughout my career.” 
– M3 Students



Benjamin R. Pflederer, MD

M3 Golden Apple Award
M1 Task Force

“Dr. Pflederer embodies a passionate 
teaching physician. On service, he 
encourages students to take the lead 
in their patient’s care, drives students 
to educate the team on relevant topics, 
and provides constructive feedback 
throughout the clinical rotation.” 
– Student

Channing S. Petrak, MD

UICOMP Outstanding Service Award
“Dr. Petrak is the primary clinician who 
sees children at the Pediatric Resource 
Center with suspected physical abuse. She 
provides child-friendly exams, performs 
necessary testing, sees hospitalized 
children, and communicates her findings 
accordingly. Most importantly, Dr. Petrak 
advocates tirelessly for the long-term 
safety and well-being of children who 
have suffered abuse and neglect, and she 
continues to work to establish programs 
that emphasize prevention. She embodies 
service to her profession, and to her fellow 
human beings.” 
– Colleague



John H. Pula, MD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Neurology Course

“Dr. Pula was a great teacher. I felt 
like I learned a lot when he taught us 
in class.” 
“Dr. Pula did a good job covering all 
of the major topics.”
“I thought Dr. Pula was overall a 
great instructor.”
– M2 Students

UICOMP Outstanding Service Award
“Besides being a Professor of 
Clinical Pathology and serving 
as the Director of the Lab, Dr. 
Pinson currently serves on no less 
than eight UICOMP committees, 
including curriculum task forces 
and safety committees. For the 
past 5 years, he has read surgical 
pathology for Idexx Veterinary 
Services, with approximately 400-
600 cases a month. He also provides 
consulting services to Midwest 
Research Institute and attends many 
veterinary conferences nationwide.”
– Colleague

David M. Pinson, DVM, PhD



Health Sciences Educator
Genetics

A native of central Indiana, Jenna 
Regan earned a BS in Biochemistry at 
Bradley University, followed by a PhD 
in Genetics and Molecular Biology at 
the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. Following postdoctoral 
work at Washington University in St. 
Louis, Jenna worked as a Research 
Associate at Indiana University School 
of Medicine. Her research background 
has centered on the regulation of 
mesenchymal progenitor cells in the 
cardiovascular and musculoskeletal 
systems, and more recently into some 
cancer research.

Jenna Regan, PhD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Surgery M4 Clerkship

“Dr. Rashid has been a consistently 
outstanding teacher in our 
department. He truly enjoys 
teaching students and has become 
one of the students’ favorites. The 
students appreciate Dr. Rashid’s 
time and patience while rotating 
with him. He spends time teaching 
them as well as mentoring them in 
techniques during their fourth year.”
– Richard C. Anderson, MD, FACS  

Thomas M. Rashid, MD



M1 Task Force 
Local Subtheme Leader: Professional 

Development–
Career Development

Linda Pedretty Rowe has been at 
UICOMP since 2001. In 2004, she was 
named Assistant Dean for Student 
Affairs. Dr. Rowe belongs to several 
national student affairs organizations 
and consults, presents, and writes for 
publication about legal and policy 
issues in higher education. She has been 
recognized by medical students for her 
advocacy and advising efforts on their 
behalf.  She is a co-chair of the College 
of Medicine’s Admissions Committee 
and serves as the UICOMP liaison to 
AAMC’s Careers in Medicine program.

Linda P. Rowe, EdD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Pediatrics M4 Subinternship 

“Dr. Libes and Dr. Ross always go 
out of their way to teach, be it at the 
bedside or during a procedure. It is a 
pleasure to work with them and they 
always make you feel like a part of 
the team.”
– Bhavana S. Kandikattu, MD

Mary E. Ross, MD, PhD



Health Sciences Educator
Immunology

Subtheme Leader: Basic Science 
Oversight

Dr. Tapping received his BS from the 
University of Waterloo and PhD in 
Biochemistry from McMaster University in 
Canada, followed by postdoctoral training in 
the Department of Immunology at Scripps 
Research Institute in La Jolla California. 
Since joining the faculty at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign over 15 years 
ago, Dr. Tapping has successfully conducted 
independent NIH funded research studying 
early events in host microbial sensing and 
immune mediated inflammation. Richard I. Tapping, PhD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Epidemiology Course
M2 Course Director 

for Epidemiology
“Dr. Rusch is a great lecturer because 
her lectures are interactive and she 
is enthusiastic about the topic. She 
presents it in a way that is easy to 
follow but also fast paced and detailed 
enough to challenge us and make us 
think.” 
“Dr. Rusch did a great job using 
examples related to real events 
to coordinate our learning with 
objectives.”
– M2 Students

Sara L. Rusch, MD



Neurosurgery Clerkship Director
“Dr. Tracy, one of our most experienced 
neurosurgeons here at UICOMP, has 
played a vital role in the neurosurgical 
clerkship for many years. Under his 
leadership, a large number of medical 
students from both our medical 
school and many outside institutions 
have received excellent preliminary 
neurosurgical exposure and training. His 
unique and entertaining style only adds 
to the experience for the students...Job well 
done!”
– Jeffrey D. Klopfenstein, MDPatrick T. Tracy, MD

UICOMP Outstanding Research Award

“Dr. Tarantino is a long-established, 
nationally and internationally recognized 
thought leader in the field of coagulation 
and platelet disorders. He has had a 
longstanding consistent record of funding 
for collaborative clinical research for the 
past 24 years. Just this year, Dr. Tarantino 
has served as the principal investigator for 
at least eight research endeavors with an 
additional 14 clinical trials, observational 
studies, and research registries.”
– Colleague

Michael D. Tarantino, MD



Andrew J. Tsung, MD

UICOMP Outstanding Research Award
“Drs. Tsung and Velpula have formed 
a successful collaborative team, which 
is currently working on understanding 
the resistance of malignant gliomas 
to traditional therapy. With the 
help of strong collaborators, they 
have identified around twenty-five 
top validated compounds that can 
potentially be developed into future 
drugs for targeting brain tumors. The 
Tsung/Velpula lab work has been 
recognized by the Mark Linder Walk 
for the Mind Foundation, which has 
donated all its fundraising proceeds to 
the research team.”
– Colleague

Steven S. Tsoraides, MD

Promoted to Associate Professor of 
Clinical Surgery

Department of Surgery
Surgery M4 Subinternship Director

“As a medical student, I attended didactic 
lectures in a traditional classroom setting 
with Dr. Tsoraides. During these sessions, 
I found myself challenged to reach a 
deeper level of understanding based on the 
teaching methods he employed. While at 
a very impressionable point in my clinical 
education, Dr. Tsoraides was one of the 
first surgeons I encountered who made 
challenging clinical problems easier to 
understand at my early stage of training.” 
– Student



Curriculum Innovation Award
for Development and Implementation 

of the M2 Immersion Week
M1 Task Force

Theme Leader: Health, Illness 
& Society

Dr. Melendez is a faculty member 
of the MedPeds Residency Program 
and Assistant Dean of Diversity 
and Inclusion. Her interests include 
curriculum development, simulation 
and topics related to population 
health, healthcare disparities and 
patient-centered care. She received 
the UICOMP Outstanding Teacher 
of the Year in 2015 and Outstanding 
Inpatient Faculty Award for the 
MedPeds Residency Program in 2016. 

Elsa L. Vazquez-Melendez, MD

M1 Task Force
Professionalism Task Force Chair

Subtheme Leader: Professional Identity 
Formation

Dr. Tudor is an Attending Emergency 
Physician at OSF Saint Francis 
Medical Center. He received the 
UICOMP Teaching Excellence Award 
for the Ethics Course four times and 
the Golden Apple Award in 2013.

Gregory J. Tudor, MD



UICOMP Outstanding Research Award
M2 Golden Apple Award
M2 Co-Course Director 

for Pharmacology

“Dr. Veeravalli’s lectures and 
practicums were the most valuable part 
of this course.” 
“Dr. Veeravalli did a nice job of 
balancing lecture material with 
additional resources in the Pharm Doc.”
“Dr. Veeravalli is passionate and caring 
for his students.”
– Students Krishna K. Veeravalli, PhD

M2 Course Director for Hematopoietic 
& Reticuloendothelial

“Dr. Veeder is clearly highly 
knowledgeable and experienced in 
his area of practice. His explanations 
to questions are fantastic and he 
paints great specific clinical pictures.”
“Dr. Veeder has a lot of experience 
in this area of medicine and a very 
strong command of his subject area.”
– M2 Students

Michael H. Veeder, MD



M2 Course Director for 
Cardiovascular

“Dr. Venkatapuram is very good at 
explaining the pathophysiology of 
what is happening and why. I 
appreciate that she answers 
questions well.”
“Dr. Venkatapuram was passionate 
about her topic.”
– M2 Students

Suneetha Venkatapuram, MD

Kiran K. Velpula, PhD

UICOMP Outstanding Research Award
“Drs. Tsung and Velpula have formed 
a successful collaborative team, which 
is currently working on understanding 
the resistance of malignant gliomas 
to traditional therapy. With the 
help of strong collaborators, they 
have identified around twenty-five 
top validated compounds that can 
potentially be developed into future 
drugs for targeting brain tumors. The 
Tsung/Velpula lab work has been 
recognized by the Mark Linder Walk 
for the Mind foundation, which has 
donated all its fundraising proceeds to 
the research team.”
– Colleague



M2 Co-Course Director 
for Endocrine

“Dr. Vishwanath was very clear and 
thorough.”
-M2 Student

Anu Vishwanath, MD

Teaching Excellence Award for the 
Surgery M3 Clerkship

“Dr. Venturella has provided his own new 
teaching skills to introduce the basics of 
Airway Management for our M3 students 
while on the Surgery Clerkship. He offers a 
very refreshing new skill set for our students 
for a required activity. The students have 
truly enjoyed his style of teaching. They 
have commented that he facilitates a good 
learning environment where they feel 
comfortable to ask questions. Students 
reflected he was truly interested in teaching 
the proper technique for intubation.”
– Richard C. Anderson, MD, FACS

Andrew M. Venturella, MD



Health Sciences Educator
M1 Task Force

Local Subtheme Leader: Professional 
Development–

Wellness, Personal Growth and 
Reflective Practice

Dr. Wickham is the Assistant Dean 
for Medical Education and 
Evaluation for the Office of 
Academic Affairs and the Office of 
Graduate Medical Education. His 
background is in curriculum design, 
outcomes assessment and program 
evaluation both at the University of 
Iowa Carver College of Medicine and 
UICOMP. Gerald P. Wickham, EdD

UICOMP Faculty of the Year
“Dr. Wang is a clinician scientist 
who leads national efforts in early 
stroke recognition, treatment access 
and treatment efficacy. Dr. Wang is 
committed to education at all levels.  
He created the curriculum for the 
Stroke Fellowship, which he runs. He 
teaches in the neurology residency 
and he also mentors medical students. 
Dr. Wang has also utilized his skills to 
impact stroke care internationally and 
has been very active in China in stroke 
education. His passion for the care 
of people with stroke makes him an 
excellent educator.”
-Colleague

David Z. Wang, DO



Internal Medicine 
Assistant Clerkship Director

 
“Provided a great learning 
environment; was always willing 
to teach and give insight on why 
certain things were being done for 
the patients. He was also helpful in 
showing me clinical skills.”
“Dr. Yadav has a way of telling you 
you’re wrong without actually telling 
you you’re wrong.”
– Students Manajyoti Yadav, MD

M1 Task Force
Subtheme Leader: Innovation, 
Improvement, Implementation

Dr. Wolford is a Clinical Associate 
Professor in the Department of 
Emergency Medicine at UICOMP 
and an attending in the ED at OSF 
Healthcare Saint Francis Medical 
Center. He is also the Director of 
GME in Patient Safety and Quality 
Improvement, UICOMP.

Robert W. Wolford, MD



Family Medicine Clerkship Director 
Family Medicine M4 Subinternship 

Director
M1 Task Force

Subtheme Leader: Lifestyle Medicine

“Dr. Zacharias is a great role model 
for our clerkship students – patient, 
professional, knowledgeable, and 
provides cheerful encouragement to 
all those she works with.” 
– Thomas Golemon, MD

Amy L. Zacharias, MD



Teaching Excellence Awards for Residents:
Internal Medicine Intern Student Teaching Award

Linda Agyapong, MD
Barry Rush, MD

Rachel Weberman, MD

Internal Medicine Resident Student Teaching Award
Jefferson Chambers, MD

Sarah Fahnhorst, MD 

Outstanding Resident of the Year Class of 2017
Sarah Chalmers, MD, Medicine-Pediatrics

Obstetrics & Gynecology Excellence in Medical Student Education
Leigh Ann Kowalski, DO – PGY-2 

Brad Nitzsche, MD – PGY-4

Outstanding Teacher Among Senior Pediatrics Residents
Top TL-3 ITE Score

Outstanding Inpatient Resident
Mary D. Schultz Memorial Clinician’s Clinician Award – Pediatrics 

Christopher Wakid, MD

Psychiatry Academic Excellence 
Mashfiq “Mishu” Mamin, MD 

Phillip Stall, MD

Psychiatry Medical Student Teaching Award 
Britney Galantino, MD

Psychiatry Outstanding Resident Award 
Amanda Vastag, MD

Lorin D. Whittaker, Sr. Award for Surgery Resident Teacher of the Year 2017
Rozana Dwyer, MD



2017 Community Health Award

“For longstanding commitment – 
more than 150 years – of helping 
those most in need with shelter, 
counseling, education, and support.” 
– Community Health Award Committee

The Community Health Award 
honors an individual and an 
organization who promotes 
community health in central 
Illinois. 

2017 Community Health Award

“For your commitment to making 
Naloxone interventions available in 
the community to help reverse the 
effects of drug overdoses and saving 
lives.” 
– Community Health Award Committee

Tamara Olt, MD




