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The end of each fiscal year provides us with an opportunity 
to reflect about the hundreds of children who received 
PRC services within the past year.  However, statistics do 
not truly tell the story of the life-changing impact of PRC 
services following a disclosure of child abuse.  

Christina is just one of over 800 children who received 
PRC services this year.  She was referred to the PRC after 
she told her mother about the sexual abuse she had been 
experiencing for years at the hands of her uncle. She and 
her mother were terrified at the thought of Christina 
having a medical exam for possible sexual abuse.  The 
steadfast work of PRC’s case coordinator and board 
certified, child abuse pediatrician supported Christina and 
her family before, during and after Christina’s time at the 
PRC.  These specialized services are helping Christina and 
her family recover from the trauma of the sexual abuse.  

PRC’s services simply would not be available to children, like Christina, without your support.  In joining PRC’s mission to provide 
exceptional medical care to children impacted by sexual and physical violence, you are truly making a difference.  You are 
helping to give children, like Christina, the gift of a childhood without the continued threat of abuse.  You are giving them the 
ultimate gift of safety and a life free from harm.  You can continue to fight child abuse in your community and help kids, like Christina, 
by making a donation at http://go.uic.edu/PRCPartners. 

Inside this newsletter, you will find information about Harvesting Hope 2017 on September 30th at OSF Jump Trading Simulation and 
Education Center, PRC’s Amazon Wish List and becoming a monthly donor through PRC Partners for Kids.  You will also find exciting 
news regarding a new PRC staff member and important information to keep your kids and grandkids safe from harm.

Thank you again for your continued support of PRC’s mission.  Christina’s family will be forever grateful to you for your support of 
PRC services because without you, PRC’s services simply are not possible.

Stephanie Johnson 
PRC Executive Director

You Helped Christina



Social media is wonderful for families, because it allows them to share 
aspects of their lives with friends and relatives who may not be close by. 
Social media can allow kids to locate and become involved in volunteer 
activities or allow groups to communicate and share information easily. 
As a parent though, social media can be scary. 

We hear news accounts, about how cyberbullying is common 
and can have devastating effects. Maybe you have talked with your 
child about social media. Maybe you even occasionally check their 
smart phones or social media accounts. The problem is often 
our children are far more tech savvy than we are and have 
more time to devote to social media. Many parents are unaware 
of the dangers that exist online for their children and think that 
their children are safe; however 17% of teens say they’ve been 
contacted online by a stranger in a way that made them feel 
scared, 30% of teens say they’ve received inappropriate online 
advertising, and nearly 40% of teens admitted they lied about 
their age to gain access to websites.

Any social media format can be problematic. Many children and 
teens have moved  away from Facebook, but Facebook, Instagram 
and  Twitter can be used for cyberbullying or sharing of inappropriate 
content. While the platforms vary in how they monitor and remove 
inappropriate content, often by that point, the damage has been 
done. There are other apps that are a problem because of the 
way they are used. Sometimes the messages disappear or there 
is GPS locating involved, which allows sharing of inappropriate 
content, as well as the ability for strangers to locate children. For 
example, Snapchat is commonly used for sexting among children 
because the “snaps” should “destruct” in the designated allotted 
time.  Screenshots of “snaps” are commonly shared and can be 
sent to “snap porn” sites. 

Apps like Kik, Whisper, Partyline and Periscope are used to 
talk to friends, but strangers can befriend a child and some use 
GPS locating. Live streaming apps like Omegle or HouseParty can 
connect kids to people they don’t know through a circle of friends 
or anonymously, such as Omegle where there is no need to register. 
There are dating apps for teens, but age is not always verified and 

some use GPS locating: Yellow, HotorNot, Meet Me, Frim, MyLOL, 
and Spotafriend. Unfortunately, with little to no way to actually verify 
age, and children who don’t realize the dangers of sharing personal 
information, apps like these put kids in very dangerous situations, 
possibly with predators.

Children may hide apps to avoid detection by a parent, either 
because the content is suspicious or they spend too much time on 
an app, like a game. Vault or ghost apps disguise themselves as a 
common thing, such as a calculator, a game, or a file manager, 
but with the correct passcode open the ‘vault’ to hidden photos 
or videos.

What to do:
•   Parents can check settings for hidden applications, look for duplicate apps like 

calculators, or do a search in the App Store for Vault and see if the app has been 
downloaded. 

•   If you feel like you need some help with technology monitoring, there is as-
sistance with apps, mobile plans and devices to help keep kids safe online, such 
as PocketGuardian, Norton Family Premier, MamaBear, Circle, uKnowKids, and 
Apple’s Family Sharing.  

•   There are also multiple online resources to help you learn how to keep your kids 
safe including Healthykids.org, EducateEmpowerKids.org, or Safekids.com.

While keeping up with the dangers of social media can seem 
overwhelming, it actually provides you an opportunity to have 
conversations with your kids about your concerns.  Gaining the trust 
of your child as they become a teen and talking about safety takes 
time and effort, but is well worth it. The most valuable tool you 
have is communication with your child. 

Written by Channing Petrak, M.D.



Allyson Cordoni Joins PRC Staff

Adding Allyson to PRC staff would not have been possible without your generous support and 
donations.  Because of you, the PRC will be able to continue to provide outstanding medical 

services to children and adolescents who need them most.  

We are excited to share that Allyson Cordoni, RN, APRN, SANE-A, 
SANE-P, will join our team this fall. Allyson will provide child-friend-
ly, specialized medical examinations for children who have experi-
enced child sexual abuse, child physical abuse or neglect. Allyson 
has been practicing since 1988 and specializing in child abuse and 
neglect since 2001. She has worked in Florida; Hawaii; Wiesbaden, 
Germany; and, most recently, Texas. She has evaluated thousands of 
victims, helped create protocols and policies regarding care, and is 
a nationally recognized speaker and expert in strangulation injuries.  
Welcome,  Allyson! 

Allyson Cordoni, RN, APRN, SANE-A, SANE-P
After graduation from High School in St. Louis, Missouri, Allyson attended Kansas 
University, graduating in 1987 with Bachelors degrees in Psychology and Special 
Education.  She subsequently attended an accelerated Bachelors of Science in 
Nursing Program at St. Louis University, graduating with her BSN in 1988.  After 
working on the pediatric wards at the Children’s Hospital of Illinois for several years, 
Allyson moved to Miami, Florida, and entered the graduate nursing program at Barry 
University.  While attending Barry, Allyson worked at Jackson Memorial Hospital in 
Miami, as a pediatric surgical ICU nurse and on-call pediatric trauma nurse.  She 
graduated with a Masters in Nursing as a Nurse Practitioner in 1993.  Entering the 
field of Forensic nursing in 2001 at The Pediatric Resource Center in Peoria, she is 
a nationally certified Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner for children, adolescents and 
adults. Allyson and her husband moved to Hawaii and worked as a nurse practitioner 
at Kapiolani’ CARE Program for 8 years, evaluating children for abuse and neglect, 
assisted in developing the medical home concept for foster children, developing 
Hawaii’s Shaken Baby bill and community education. While living in Hawaii, Allyson 
was hired by Tripler Army Medical Center to create a program to evaluate and treat 
pediatric victims of physical and sexual assault.  Allyson also assisted the U.S. Army 
Medical Command in creating policies and regulations for the treatment of these 
victims. She was an adjunct professor at Hawaii Pacific University and University 
of Hawaii in Forensics/Criminalistics/Child Abuse.  In Wiesbaden, Germany, Allyson 
assisted the Commanding General, U.S. Army-Europe, by serving as a volunteer 
subject matter expert on prevention and treatment of assault victims.  While living in 
San Antonio, Texas, Allyson served as the Clinical Coordinator for the Sexual Assault 
Response Team for Comal County, and simultaneously performed clinical services to 
victims in the cities of Austin and San Marcos. She has personally evaluated thousands 
of victims of sexual and physical abuse and is a nationally recognized speaker and 
expert in strangulation injuries. She has authored several scientific articles and 
participated in multiple research projects. Allyson is married to Lance, her husband 
of over 20 years, who serves as a Medical Corps Officer in the U.S. Army.  They have 
one 21-year-old son, Tyler.

More about Allyson...



September 30, 2017 - Sponsorship Opportunities still available

Harvesting Hope

Upcoming PRC Events

Kindred Spirits Whiskey Experience to Benefit 
the Pediatric Resource Center

Join us for an evening of tours and  
whiskey tastings with food pairings from  
local businesses to support the invaluable 
work of the PRC
5:30pm - 8pm       $25 per person. 
Call PRC at 309-624-9595

October 20, 2017 - For Tickets, go.uic.edu/KindredSpiritsTickets2017

         Mobile Bidding
This year use your phone to make sure you  
are the top bidder in our silent auction
•  Preview items before the event! 
•   Bid while at the event or from afar if  

you can’t make it on September 30th!
 •  Register at : 

Kick Abuse 5K Trail Run, Fun Walk and Kids Fun Run!

April 21, 2018 - Registration is Now Open: go.uic.edu/KickAbuse5K 

2017 was the first Kids Fun Run at Kick Abuse!

Felix and Fingers 
Entertainment 
throughout the  
evening by these  
dueling pianists  
from Chicago! 

Signature  
Baseball
Bid to win a 
signed baseball 
by Morton’s own 
Will Headean, now 
pitching with the 
Fort Wayne TincapsGalabid.com/Hope2017



Clip and Send

Checks should be made out to UIF/ 
Pediatric Resource Center. Acceptable 
credit cards include Visa, Mastercard, 
Discover and American Express. Cost is 
$75 per person or Reserved Seating for 
$600 per table of 8. Per IRS guidelines, 
$25.00 per ticket is tax deductible.
Questions or to RSVP by phone 
contact the PRC at 309.624.9595

 Though I am unable to attend this 
year, I am enclosing a contribution to  
support PRC’s specialized services to 
abused and neglected children.

NAME

Address

Phone Email

No. in Party Attending

Type of Payment Check  Credit Card (Type_________)

Card No.                              3-dig. Code        Exp. Date

Signature

Please respond by September 15th, 2017We hope you’ll join us!

 

Cocktails • Heavy Hors d’Oeuvres
Silent Auction • Live Auction 

Live Entertainment - Attire:Country Chic  

Sponsorship and Underwriting Opportunities Available - Call 309-625-9595 For Details  

You are cordially invited to the 23rd Annual Fundraiser to benefit the  

Pediatric Resource Center

Jump Trading Simulation and Education Center  
     OSF Saint Francis Medical Center | Peoria Illinois  6:00 pm

Online Registration: go.uic.edu/PRCHopeTickets2017



Kick Abuse 5K Trail Run, Fun Walk and Kids Fun Run
Elaine Reibling accepted 

the PRC Champions for 
Children Award, on behalf 
of she and her husband, 
Jerry. This dynamic duo 
make up the River City 
Racing timing company, 
and have graciously sup-
ported the PRC and the 
Kick Abuse 5K for the last 
4 years.

Above: Elaine Reibling 
with her PRC Champi-
ons for Children Award  
Left: Bailey Webster, 
who took 2nd in his 
age group, getting 
ready for the 5th Kick 
Abuse at Kickapoo 5K
Right: Award Overall 
Male Winner,  
Matthew Zopel

For the 5th year we had great weather for all of our runners 
and walkers supporting the work of the PRC, providing specialized 
medical care and services to abused and neglected children.

July 15th was the annual PRC night at the 
Chiefs. Board members and friends filled 
section 109. Events to benefit specialized 
child-friendly care to abused and neglected 

kids included Pitch in for Charity tennis ball 
toss, Jersey auctions, Strike Out Child Abuse 

sponsored by Great Clips, and a Cut-A-Thon 
also sponsored by Great Clips!

Above: Jason and Kyle Killion man the PRC info table, where visitors could spin the 
wheel to win exciting prizes, including a ball signed by Morton’s own Will Headean 
(now pitching with the Fort Wayne Tincaps)
Right: Piper Franklin, with an assist from her dad, Chris, started the game with a loud 
“Play Ball!”

Kyra Killion threw 
the first pitch and got 
her ball signed!

Great Clips continues to be a major support of the PRC.
Great Clips hosted their 2nd Cut-A-Thon of the season to benefit the PRC 
and raised over $500!

PRC Night at the Chiefs!

2017 was the first Kids Fun Run at Kick Abuse!



Honorariums
In memory of Ryne Hofmann               
       Deborah & Rolin Hofmann

In honor of Dr. Kay Saving  
       Umesh Chatrath, M.D.

Blue Ribbon Society 
The Blue Ribbon Society was established as a component 

of The Foundation for the Endowed Medicine Campaign 
of the University of Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria. 
Gifts to the Blue Ribbon Society are restricted to the PRC 
Endowment Fund and directly benefit the Pediatric Resource 
Center’s program for abused and neglected children.

Blue Ribbon Society  
Founding Members
Polly & Glen Barton
Cindy & Bill Fischer
Pat & LeRoy Hagenbuch
Theresa & Bill Heidrich
Barbara & Joe Henderson
Lois & Ed Holscher
Lincoln Office Supply
Kay L. Saving, M.D.
Linda K. Simkins

Blue Ribbon  
Society Members
CEFCU
Mrs. Ellen Foster
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Gootee
Green Chevrolet Hummer
Richard Horndasch, M.D.
Mrs. Patricia Jansen
Mrs. Marjorie Lauterbach
Cynthia McKone
Janet K. O’Neill

Katie & Jim Owens
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Pearl
Peoria Metro New  
   Car Dealers Association
Rebecca L. Vasterling

Your Support Matters! 
Monthly giving is an incredibly  

efficient way to support the  
Pediatric Resource Center.

 The PRC Partners for Kids are a group of dedicated 
friends like you who make monthly gifts that provide 
a consistent, reliable income stream, allowing us to 
focus more resources on our lifesaving programs, and 
less on raising the necessary funds. Members like it 
because it’s easy to budget and it feels great to be 
making a difference for children every month of the 
year.  To set up your monthly donation, go to http://
go.uic.edu/PRCGiving or call Stephanie Johnson at 
309-624-9595 for more details.

Give to the PRC 
through our  

Amazon Wishlist at  
http://go.uic.edu/ 

PRCWishlist

Staff Members 
Amanda Thomison 
and Kristin 
Lenover helped on 
race morning

Medical Director Dr. 
Channing Petrak 
spoke in a pre-game 
interview about the 
importance of the PRC 
in providing specialized, 
child-friendly medical 
exams to abused and 
neglected children in 
central Illinois.

THANK YOU!



Late summer is a time for vacations 
and popsicles, for enjoying the outdoors 
and listening to the cicadas sing.  The 
staff and board of the Pediatric Resource 
Center are busy as bees, preparing 
for Harvesting Hope 2017. Mark your 
calendars for September 30, when we will 
be gathering for a fun evening filled with 
entertainment, good food, auction items 
and raising money for the specialized 

medical and social services provided each day by PRC. Harvesting 
Hope will once again be held at the Jump Trading and Simulation 
Center on the OSF Saint Francis Medical Center campus. I hope 
that you have already marked your calendar for this fun event.  You 
can go to www.go.uic.edu/Hope2017 to buy tickets or call Carole 
at (309) 624-9595 and reserve your spot today. We look forward 
to seeing you there!

We have exciting news to share: we are thrilled to add Allyson 
Cordoni, APRN, to our staff of caring individuals. Allyson is 
an advanced practice nurse and is certified with the IAFN as a 
Pediatric Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner. We are excited to add 
her to our team!

April provided us several opportunities to reach out to the 
community during Child Abuse Awareness Month. Thanks to all of 
you who participated in our 5th Annual Kick Abuse at Kickapoo 5K.  

We had another gorgeous day for a run through Kickapoo Creek 
Winery and had fun cheering on the little ones as we hosted our 
inaugural Kids Fun Run. Runners, mark your calendars for April 21, 
2018 for next year’s run! We participated in Hands Around the 
Courthouse with other local agencies who provide services to 
abused and neglected children. We placed 951 blue pinwheels in the 
grass.  That is one pinwheel for each child in Peoria County with 
an open abuse or neglect case in the court system. It’s a sobering 
statistic and good reminder about the importance of our work at 
the PRC.

In July, we spent an evening with the Peoria Chiefs, enjoying 
baseball and Jimmy Buffet Night and sharing the mission of the 
Pediatric Resource Center with the fans.   

Did you know that you can donate a fixed amount each month 
using your credit card? Our group of Sustainable Giving donors 
helps us to plan our budget with their regular gifts. If you’d like to 
be part of our sustainable giving program, PRC Partners for Kids, 
give Carole or Stephanie a call at (309)624-9595 or chat with one 
of our board members at Harvesting Hope.

As always, we are grateful for you, the people who support us and 
make much of what we do possible.  Thank you for your continued 
support of the Pediatric Resource Center’s mission throughout 
central Illinois.

Return Service Requested

Shannon Killion,  President 
 Pediatric Resource Center Community Board

530 N.E. Glen Oak Avenue
Peoria, IL 61637

Please join us September 30 for an enjoyable evening 
with live music, silent and live auctions, delicious food 

and, most importantly, a purpose. 

Details Inside!

Harvesting

Hope
go.uic.edu/PRCHopeTickets2017


