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CANCER BIOLOGY & PHARMACOLOGY 

INVITED TALKS 

Dr. Eleonora Zakharian was an invited speaker at 

the 42nd Symposium on Hormones and Cell 

Regulation: Ion Channels in Hormonal 

Homeostasis: Transient Receptor Potential 

Channels and Calcium Signaling: Transient 

Receptor Potential Channels and Calcium 

Signaling. The talk title: “TRPV1 is a novel 

oxytocin receptor”. The conference was held in 

Mound Sainte Odile, France, on October 4-7, 

2017.  

Dr. Eleonora Zakharian was invited to give a 

seminar talk, entitled “TRP channels in the 

hormonal signaling”, at College of Health 

Sciences - School of Pharmacy, at Wyoming 

University on November 26th 2017. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Dr. Zakharian’s group discovered a novel 

oxytocin receptor – TRPV1, which is playing a role 

of a pain receptor in the peripheral nervous 

system and the spinal cord. This finding sheds 

light on the endogenous regulatory mechanisms 

of maintenance of inflammatory pain. This 

finding was accepted for publication in Cell 

Reports. 

Y. Nersesyan, L. Demirkhanyan, D. Cabezas-

Bratesco, V. Oakes, R. Kusuda, T. Dawson, X. Sun, 

C. Cao, A. Cohen, B. Chelluboina, K. K. Veeravalli, 

K. Zimmermann, C. Domene, S. Brauchi, and E. 

Zakharian. Oxytocin modulates nociception as an 

agonist of pain-sensing TRPV1. Cell Reports, in 

press. 

In particular Dr. Eleonora Zahkarian would like 

to thank the authors and collaborators with the 

valuable contributions of  

 Dr. Yelena Nersesyan, UICOMP 

 Dr. Alejandro Cohen from Proteomics and 
Mass Spectrometry Core Facility, Life 
Sciences Research Institute, Dalhousie 
University, Halifax, NS Canada 

 Drs. Deny Cabezas-Bratesco and Sebastian 
Brauchi from Department of Medicine, 
Universidad Austral de Chile, Faculty of 
Medicine, Valdivia Chile 

 Drs. Victoria Oakes and Carmen Domene 
from Department of Chemistry, King’s 
College London, and University of Oxford, 
Oxford, the United Kingdom 

 Dr. Ricardo Kusuda from Department of 
Pharmacology, Ribeirão Preto Medical 
School, University of São Paulo, Ribeirão 
Preto, Brazil 

 Dr. Katharina Zimmermann from Friedrich-
Alexander University Erlangen-Nürnberg, 
University Hospital, Department of 
Anesthesia, Erlangen, Germany

 

http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/departments/cbp/faculty/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Chelluboina%20B%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=24325546
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Veeravalli%20KK%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=24325546


2017 Holiday Breakfast 
The College of Medicine cordially invites all Faculty, Staff,  
Residents & Students to the UICOMP Holiday Breakfast 

 

Wednesday, December 6 
7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 

Please join us for breakfast to celebrate the holiday season 
(tables will be set-up in the lobby, the UICOMP Cafeteria and nearby, on 2nd floor) 

 

Please RSVP to Human Resources 
Phone 671-8518 or email sdoerr@uic.edu no later than November 30 

To better serve everyone, please let us know when you plan to attend: 
 

7:30 – 8:00           8:00 – 8:30          8:30 – 9:00 
 

Docapella plan to sing at approximately 7:45/8:00am 
 

HOLIDAY BREAKFAST CENTERPIECES… 
If you would like to donate a centerpiece for the tables at the UICOMP Holiday Breakfast to 
add some holiday décor, please contact Shannon at sdoerr@uic.edu. Please drop off item in 
H.R., or send via courier, no later than November 30.  As in the past, we will have a drawing 
for the centerpieces.  Thank you in advance for adding more ‘merry’ to the holiday festivities. 

 

Mark your calendars for the Unit Holiday parties on December 14!!! 

  

 

 

   Girls’ Holiday Bash 

       

 

mailto:sdoerr@uic.edu
mailto:sdoerr@uic.edu


THE LIBRARY OF THE HEALTH SCIENCES 

 is proud to introduce you to … 

Yes, that is right Indiana Bones.  He even has his own iCard.  He will not have any 

problems getting in or out of the College.  Indiana Bones is available for loan, as 

well as thirty-eight other anatomical models for use in the Library, a classroom, 

or off-campus setting.   

Did you know that you may request books of all kinds from most Libraries in Illinois through Library of 
the Health Sciences-Peoria? 

Use the link “UIC Library Catalog” from the Library’s homepage to search for titles you are interested in.  
Once you have found the title you are interested in use your Library account to request the book be 
delivered to the Peoria library location. 

Do not have a Library account to be able to request books? 

This account is something you create on your own. You choose the username and password you want to 
use. When you create an account profile, with your library account information, your username becomes 
a sort of alias within the System connected with your library borrower ID 28198…(-listed on the front of 
your iCard that corresponds to a barcode number that's more difficult to remember). This Library 
account also allows you to request items through all I-Share Libraries and have them delivered locally to 
the Library of the Health Sciences – Peoria. 

Your Library account allows you to "tag" records in the Library Catalog, mark titles as "favorites," and 
more.  You can also use this account to check the status of your account, request items through the 
library, and renew online items that are checked out to you. 

Still have questions?  Call the Library at 309-671-8490 or email lib-pcir@uic.edu for more information. 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

https://www.hr.uillinois.edu/leave/holidays/  (click on Chicago Holiday Schedule on right side). 

 

http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/hr/ (click the ‘pay’ tab) 

 

https://www.obfs.uillinois.edu/payroll/schedules/ 

 

http://www.carli.illinois.edu/mem-prod/I-Share/opac/vf-login-faq.html#profile
mailto:lib-pcir@uic.edu
https://www.hr.uillinois.edu/leave/holidays/
http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/hr/
https://www.obfs.uillinois.edu/payroll/schedules/


Civil Service Employee Council News 
November 2017 

TURKEYGRAMS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 

Many thanks to all those home chefs who donated the best chili around – 

Allyson Finger, Diana Farrar, Kira Healey and Marie McWhirter - and to the 

bakers and treat makers for some wonderful treats for the Bake Sale.  Thank you 

to the many volunteers who donated their time: Christina Constantinidou, 

Lorraine Deluhery, Dennis Driscoll, Diana Farrar, Kristi Hasty, Kira 

Healey, Lois Hill, Christie Perry, Tammy Pilman, Tom Ryan and his 

Physical Plant helpers, Kathy Slater, Carole Siefken and Adam Yerian. 

Thanks to the talented pumpkin designers for their very clever 

submissions!  You all helped to make this year’s CSEC Halloween 

Social & Pumpkin Decorating Contest a HUGE success. Many thanks to 

our diners and donors who came to share a meal with 

us. It would not be as much fun without you!  

 

OUR PUMPKIN DECORATING CONTEST WINNER 

 “The Green Monster” by Chris Buck at Easter Seals won! She received a $10 gift 

card from Subway. We raised $136.31 for the Community Chest! Thanks for 

decorating and voting. 

CSEC Class of 2017-2018 

Mike Bachmann 

Christina Constantinidou 

Dennis Driscoll 

Diana Farrar 

Terry Flynn 

Kristi Hasty 

Kira Healey  

Nicolette Lovingood 

Shelby Miller 

Joe Newcomb 

Brad Norrell 

Christie Perry 

Cindy Skender 

Kathy Slater 

Tiara Thomas 

Are you onsite and 

interested in joining the fun? 

Contact Kira Healey at 

kira@uic.edu.  

 

CSEC OFFICERS 

President: Kira Healey, 

     kira@uic.edu  

Vice-President: Kathy Slater,  

    kjslater@uic.edu 

Treasurer: Christina 

Constantinidou, cconstan@uic.edu  

Secretary: Shelby Miller, 

   Smille59@uic.edu  

------------------------------------------ 

CAN’T REMEMBER THE NAME OF 

YOUR CSEC REP? CONTACT 

Shelby Miller, Smille59@uic.edu  

 

TurkeyGrams are a fun way to tell a friend, coworker or  

family member that you think they are wonderful and to  

say “I appreciate you.” Sales start November 6 and run  

through November 15th. See your CSEC rep to purchase yours. At $1 

each, you can make the day of lots of special people AND provide 

Thanksgiving meals through the South Side Mission.  

 

 

mailto:kira@uic.edu
mailto:kira@uic.edu
mailto:kira@uic.edu
mailto:kjslater@uic.edu
mailto:cconstan@uic.edu
mailto:Smille59@uic.edu
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Class Act Nominations 
“I nominate Joellyn Doty in Academic Affairs for a Class Act Award. Joellyn has been 
a mainstay in Academic Affairs, generously sharing her knowledge of how things 
are done in the office. She is welcoming and as a new employee from “the outside”, 
her cheerful attitude helped me navigate unfamiliar waters. I deeply appreciate 
every kindness she has shown me, from her initial welcome (bright eyes and wide smile!) to inviting me to 
sit at her side as she shows me how a thing is done.” Diana Farrar, Academic Affairs 

Who has gone “above and beyond” to help you with a work project or has done something that made 
your day? Recognize that special co-worker’s contribution with a statement of appreciation published in 
the newsletter and a certificate that will be sent to him/her on your behalf. 

Nominate your special co-worker by sending the details about why s/he is a “Class Act” to Shelby Miller 
at smille59@uic.edu.  

 

SOCK & UNDERWEAR DRIVE - November 1-16 

 

In the spirit of giving back and helping the less fortunate, the CSEC is holding a Sock and Underwear drive 
this month. When asked what homeless and otherwise disadvantaged people need, socks and under-
wear are items high on the list. Such a simple thing, and easy to help with. Bring your contributions of 
new socks and new-in-the-bag underwear for people of all ages and sizes to place in donation boxes in 
your building. Collected items will be taken to the Dream Center on Friday, November 17th.  

  

WHO’S WHO in the CSEC 

Meet Shelby Miller, Council Secretary 

Hello! My name is Shelby Miller.  I am the CSEC Representative for Hillcrest.  This is 

my second year serving on the council.  This year I took on the role as Secretary.  I 

have been a part of the UICOMP community for almost three years as the dietitian 

for the pediatric subspecialties clinic.  I have really enjoyed my time both in my 

office as well as serving on the council getting to know others throughout 

UICOMP.  When I am not working, I spend most of my time with my family.  My 

five-year-old daughter and I spend a lot of time singing, dancing, and laughing at 

how silly we can be.   

 

 

 

mailto:smille59@uic.edu


 
Contact: Dave Haney 

309-671-8404 
UICOMP News Releases available at:   http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/news 
 

 

November Birthdays 

Lori Retzer   Gary Edwards  Janelle Mounce 

Penny Halverson  Bonny Darrow  Lori Bennett 

Jennifer Burton  Trisha Thurman  Kristy Papis 

Lois Whitby  Loni Wenzel   Javelyn McGrane 

Nancy Caho  Samantha Robbins Lisa Staggs 

DeeDee Simmons  Justin Cree  Pushpa Joseph  

 

 

If your birthday is not listed, and you wish to have it added, please contact Shannon at sdoerr@uic.edu. 

The deadline for submission of information for the December issue is November 27. Send your submissions to 

Shannon at sdoerr@uic.edu.   

As we express our gratitude, we must never forget 
that the highest appreciation is not to utter 
words, but to live by them.  ~John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Think Green! 

Only Print When 

Necessary. 

 

http://peoria.medicine.uic.edu/news
mailto:sdoerr@uic.edu
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