


Dear UICOMP staff,  

Wow!  What a year for the University of Illinois 

College of Medicine Peoria!  During this year we 

educated our first ever M1 class, delivered a totally 

revised curriculum to M1 students while continuing 

to teach M2 students, recruited clinical, research and 

educational faculty, underwent extensive remodeling, 

prepared for an LCME site visit, stayed solvent and 

still managed to keep our sanity. Thank you for all 

that each of you contributed to UICOMP’s 

mission to “Lead Collaboration to 

Improve Health.”  

Our Graduate Medical Education 

programs are doing well with a successful 

match.  We’ve added fellowships with the 

Pulmonary Critical Care Fellowship training its first 

group of Fellows and the Simulation Fellowship 

having its first graduate.  The Hospice-Palliative 

Care fellowship will begin in July. 

Our clinics, hospitals and faculty continue to provide 

excellent patient care, often to patients who are 

underserved.  They integrate our patient care/

teaching missions with the strategic goals of our 

hospital partners.  

Our research programs continue to grow with the 

addition of new faculty and an ever-increasing 

volume of medical student and resident research and 

scholarship.  We just completed a very successful 

research day that highlighted the research work of 

faculty, residents and students. 

Thank you so much for all the effort you put into 

helping UICOMP fulfill its mission. Particular 

thanks to the Civil Service Council for their 

advocacy for UICOMP employees. We have 

accomplished a lot this year and each of you should 

be proud of the role you played in our growth.  

Despite the challenging economic times, we’ve 

worked together to meet our goals and improve our 

community 

Sara L. Rusch, M.D. 

Regional Dean 



From Cheryl Perry: 

Shauna Larson - Thanks for being so 
flexible and working where ever you 
are needed! 

Marie Smith - Your hard work and 
dedication does NOT go unnoticed.  
Thank you for filling in at Easter Seals. 

     _________________________ 

From Paula Hartweg: 

Dawn, Janelle, Stacey, Jenny, Lauren, 
Marti, and Michaela - A sincere thank 
you to all of you for always being 
willing to help.  I couldn’t ask for a 
better support staff to work with on a 
daily basis. You ladies are the greatest. 

     __________________________ 

From Stacey Webb: 

Thank you Medicine Support Team. 
You do an Amazing Job! 

I appreciate all of you and it’s great to 
work with such a fine bunch of ladies. 

  ___________________________ 

From Chris Buck R.N.: 

 I want to thank Dr. Delgado-Serrano 
for all the dedication, sacrifice, and 
acts of kindness you have given our 
patients and families. You are a 
blessing to work with!       

I want to say thanks to Joe Newcomb 
for ALWAYS having a smile or kind 
word! Thanks for your willingness to 
help with anything asked.   __________ 

From James F. Graumlich, MD, FACP: 

I wish to extend my thanks to Paula 
Hartweg. 

Thank you for being a wonderfully 
helpful office manager. You made sure 
I was organized and on-time and I 
appreciate that. 

    ____________________________ 

From Dr. Jacqueline Fischer: 

Thank you to Paula Hartweg for her 
many years of highly conscientious, 
unfailingly pleasant, and consistently 
effective service to the Department of 
Medicine.   Paula exhibits an admirable 
work ethic.   She is greatly appreciated 
for all the help (many, many times 
over) she has provided to my 
colleagues and me over the 
years.  Paula, you are admired by us 
and you will be greatly missed!  

     __________________________ 

From Cheryl Perry: 

Sandi Blasingim - Thanks for your 
smiling face and positive attitude. Your 
are an inspiration. 

From Laurie Lamb: 

A huge thank you to Mary Jo 
Montgomery, Beth LaFollett, and Carol 
Reames-Trotter for sharing all the ups 
and downs this past year.  It’s nice to 
have such a great team to work with.  

Thanks to Lorraine Deluhery and 
Brandon Beekman for always taking 
time out of your full schedules to help 
me when I call.  I appreciate your 
honesty, positive attitudes, and 
friendship.  

Thank you to Loni Wenzel and Tammy 
Livingston for everything you two do to 
keep the M3 and M4 programs running 
smoothly. Your hard work is noted and 
appreciated!  ____________________ 

From Connie Cranford: 

Cheryl Perry – You ROCK!! Don’t know 
how you keep us all on track but I 
appreciate your guidance and 
willingness to do anything to help us in 
the midst of all your other 
responsibilities. 

Kim Hauk, Ginger Light, & Stephanie 
Hull – You’re the best! I love being a 
part of this nursing team. You make it a 
pleasure to come to work. 

Cindy Skender & Bonny Darrow – You 
really are the dynamic duo! Thank you 
for keeping us on track on the front 
end of things. 

Marie Smith, Holly Rademaker, Sandi 
Blasingim, Miranda Lutrell, & Shauna 
Larson – Thank you for everything you 
do! We couldn’t do our jobs without 
you. 

     ____________________________ 

From Lynne Keeton: 

Shannon Doerr – Thank you for all of 
your hard work and initiative!  I 
appreciate your dedication, customer 
focus, and knowledge more than I 
could ever express!   

Laureen Perkins – I so admire your 
ability to juggle many things at once, 
your ability to recall so much 
detail,  and the ability to make others 
happy to be here at work.  Thank you 
for supporting me in so many ways! 

Nick Straub – Thank you for your 
leadership and guidance the last three 
and a half years not to mention hiring 
me!  I wish you nothing but the very 
best in your retirement!  You will be 
missed! 

Janice Tamplin – Thank you for always 
making me smile and feel grateful. 

Facilities, Print Shop, and Guards – 

Thank you for making our jobs more 
comfortable and safe!  We appreciate 
it! 

CSEC – Thank you for this book, SAW, 
the banquet, and the many other 
things you do to make us happy!  

     __________________________ 

From Andrea Grant: 

A big thank you to all the staff at 
Garden Level Allied Building (the back 
40) for welcoming me to your area 
with open arms. I appreciate 
wholeheartedly how helpful and 
accommodating you all have been 
since my move from Hillcrest back to 
where it all began over 15 years 
ago.  Its a pleasure working around 
such a great group of people.  

A big thank you also to all the Staff at 
Peds Subspecialty, University Peds, 
Univ Child Development and Child 
Psychiatry and PDRC for all you help 
with medical record requests. 
Sometimes it can be difficult working 
off site from all the Clinics but with the 
help of all of you it makes my job that 
much easier.  You are all always willing 
to help out when needed and knowing 
you are only a phone call away is so 
very much appreciated.       

 To all my coworkers that I no longer 
work side by side with on a daily basis, 
and you all know who you are, I’m 
thankful to still be able to work with 
such a great group of people who 
always bring a smile to my face and 
who go out of their way to bring 
enjoyment to what I do every 
day.  Whether it is visiting for a few 
minutes or working together, I always 
walk away thinking how thankful I am 
to know and work with such awesome 
people.    ______________________ 



 From Angela Daniels:  

To the LACF Department Staff:  Thank 
you for all the healthcare and close 
observation efforts 365 days a year 
to ensure the success of our research 
staff projects.  God has blessed us 
with GREAT animal care staff!  We 
couldn’t do it without you!   

To Sara Rusch:  Thank you for being a 
leader in times of need within our 
departments and campus on many 
different levels.  I have no doubt our 
campus would not be what it is today 
without your strong leadership and 
influence.  Thank you for being a 
kind, honest, fair, and resilient 
leader.  It is a pleasure to work with a 
superior who has a genuine vision for 
the future and is not stuck in the 
past.  May you continue to lead us on 
to greater things in the years to 
come and may God bless you always! 

To Print Ship and Courier:  No job too 
big or small for these ladies.  They do 
a wonderful job always providing 
friendly customer service between all 
the interactions they must have 
within the different departments on 
campus.  Great assets to our 
campus.  Thank you for your 
thorough and timely services 
always.    

To Purchasing Department and CIS 
Department:  I CANNOT say enough 
about these two 
departments….where there is 
fire…..they put it out!  Thank you for 

always having the answers 
to our not always so simple 
problems.  Your 
departments do not get 
enough recognition where 
it is due.  THANK YOU our 
UICOMP Brainiacs    

To Securitas Security:  
Thank you for always being friendly, 
doing a great job and looking out for 
us all as a whole.  We appreciate 
your efforts, especially within the 
animal house.   Keep up the great 
works! 

To Physical Plant:  No job too big or 
small for this crew.  Always keep you 
running and operational, even in the 
event of a disaster.  We are blessed 
to have such a talented group of men 
in this department.  There is nothing 
they cannot fix.    Love these guys…
Thank you and we appreciate you 
more than you know! 

To Deans Office Staff:  We know it 
takes many gears in unison to 
conduct the “deans” business 
responsibilities here on campus.  We 
appreciate your efforts and take 
notice.  Thank you for always being a 
light for the future and support staff 
to our fearless leader Dr. Rusch.      

To HR Staff:  For only you truly know 
ALL the employee management 
challenges we face among our 
diversified departments on and off 
campus.  Thank you for always 
getting the answers to our questions 

and leading us through new 
processes as they 
unfold.  Thank you for the 
tact and professionalism 
you exude.  Love the “out 
of the box” thinking when 
it comes to meetings as 
well.  Different is good and 

keeps us on our toes.  ;)  

To Library Staff:  Hardly seen in 
person by those of us in the animal 
house.  We are grateful you 
contribute to the knowledge of our 
students in providing such a great 
library environment for them.  Oh we 
also thank you for the cookie and 
coffee days that you are so kind to 
share with everyone on campus.  We 
appreciate you!    

To Faculty and Research Staff:  Your 
departments are vital to the success 
of our medical students and the 
mission statement of our campus 
from both the teaching and research 
side:  “Lead collaboration to improve 
health”.  Thank you for your 
dedication, direction and sharing 
your knowledge.  For we see this 
saying take effect in your 
departments the most…”Knowledge 
is Power”….The power to make the 
world a better place from a 
healthcare standpoint.  Thank you.    

To IRB, Nursing, Academic Affairs & 
Billing Departments:  You know 
UICOMP couldn’t survive without 
you.    Thank you for all your 

collaborative efforts to make “our 
world” here at UICOMP go round in 
more ways than one.  We appreciate 
you!  

To Dr. David Pinson:  Your ongoing 
leadership and support of our 
departmental needs continues to be 
greatly appreciated by your staff.  It 
is nice to have a superior to look up 
to and get answers from when you 
know they are beyond question the 
RIGHT answers.     We appreciate 
you!  

To CSEC:    While I have served 
several years myself on the council, I 
know how overwhelming it can be to 
manage successfully.  Thank you for 
all of your efforts, despite the 
challenges the council continues to 
face annually.  You do a great job 
“behind the scenes” and most staff 
do not even realize your personal 
sacrifice.  I appreciate you as I know 
we all do.  Thank you for keeping our 
moral up with acts encouraging a 
positive work environment.  Keep up 
the great works!   

     ________________________ 

From Cheryl Perry: 

Holly Rademaker - You continue to 
work hard and keep us from running 
out of supplies. I appreciate you. 

Miranda Lutrell - Thanks so much for 
your flexibility and willingness to 
help us out. I look forward to seeing 
you more. 



From Tracey Vogelsang: 

Molly - I don’t think there is a way to 
really express how thankful I am for 
you.  There is no other person that 
could put up with me the way you 
do.  You are constantly there with the 
exact push that I need.  You motivate 
me when I’m low, laugh with me 
when this job gets ridiculous, cry with 
me when we see things that are too 
hard to understand and support me 
when I feel like I just can’t 
anymore.  And, without you I 
wouldn’t understand half the things 
my millennial clients say.  Thank you 
for being my partner in crime, my 
literal back-up and my friend.  I’m so 
grateful that this job brought us 
together. 

To my PHS Case Management Team - 
I’ve been here for a LONG time.  I’ve 
worked with so many different 
groups of case managers and I can 
truly say that this group of us… we 
fit.  I love the way we come together 
as a team, we challenge each other 
when we don’t agree, we tackle 
issues before they become problems 
and we talk things out.  And maybe 
even more importantly than the work 
aspect of what we do, it is easy to see 
that we care about each other.  I love 
the way we support one another 
through client issues or home 
life.  We acknowledge each other’s 
successes and provide support when 
we can see it is needed.  I love getting 
group texts from you guys 

acknowledging a 
holiday or sharing a 
joke.  I really 
couldn’t hope for 
better coworkers, 
and I dare to say 
that we may be the 
most functional 
group of monkeys 
that Lisa’s circus has ever seen. :) 

Amy, Marcia, Mike, & the revolving 
nurses of the week -  Thank you so 
much for continuing to come to the 
Bloomington clinic, schlepping 
supplies and tackling that early 
morning travel.  We know it is 
inconvenient and puts you behind a 
day on phone calls and emails, but 
we are so grateful that you make this 
clinic available for our Bloomington 
area clients.  Thank you for all that 
you do over here. ~ Molly & Tracey 

     ____________________________ 

From the PHS Case Managers: 

Amy, Carrie, Christine, Jessica, 
Marcia, Michele, & Sindy - Thank you, 
Team Medical, for everything you do 
to stay on top of the specialized 
knowledge needed for our 
clients.  We are grateful when you go 
the extra mile and for all the 
teamwork it takes to get a client to 
undetectable.  And through all the 
other work that you do everyday, we 
are proud and thankful for the 
passions you have that lead you to 
outside projects like HATS, awareness 

days and community 
workgroups.  Thank 
you for the work 
each of you do! 

Lisa - we know that 
we take a lot of 
things that you do 
for us for 
granted.  We 

appreciate the freedom you give us 
to explore options, try solutions and 
help us fix our mistakes as we 
learn.  We are grateful for the ways 
you let us get out our frustrations 
during CMU but still keep us on 
track.  As always, we are so thankful 
that you care about our lives outside 
of work as much as during work 
hours and do everything you can to 
make sure that we have a healthy 
work/life balance.  Thank you for 
acknowledging our successes as they 
happen and for being constructive 
with your feedback when we fail.  We 
are proud to be your team. 

Pam - thank you for all that you do as 
our Director.  We may not know 
everything that you do in your job, 
but that’s because you get it taken 
care of and we never have to 
know.  Thank you for all of those 
behind the scenes tasks you do every 
day that keep this place running, so 
we can focus on our own spokes in 
the wheel.  We are proud to work for 
PHS.  

Rebecca - Welcome!  We thank you 

for joining Team PHS and we look 
forward to creating collaborative 
working relationships with you.  

Debbie - Welcome!  We are excited 
that you have taken the position of 
our front line person. We appreciate 
you for managing our phone calls, 
dealing with our walk-ins and 
greeting us with a smile every day.   

To the PHS support staff (Lori, Nancy, 
Lynne, Mike, & Debbie) - we are 
grateful for all you do for our clients. 
Front line staff- your skills in 
coordinating appointments while 
meeting all of the insurance 
qualifications is admirable, especially 
since it is often done while greeting 
clients with a smile  and routing 
phone calls.  Behind the scenes staff- 
your dedication to finding dentists, 
completing funding requests, transfer 
requests, or even updating our IDPH 
system makes not only our jobs much 
smoother, but also the lives of the 
clients.  The kindness and care you as 
our support staff show those we 
serve shows through in all that we 
accomplish as an agency.  Thank you.   

Kimberly - thank you for the energy 
and support that you bring to our 
team.  You are often the go to person 
for not only those we serve, but also 
for staff as well as offering a view 
that regularly opens other’s eyes to 
what is going on around them.  Thank 
you for your care and 
kindness!      ___________________ 



From Lynn “Wilson” Manley: 

Thank you to our great staff at Positive 
Health Solutions for another 
successful year in making great strides 
for our clients. Some days it takes a lot 
of patience and understanding but we 
succeed. Here’s to another year of 
successful outcomes.   

I would like to thank Christine 
Luebbers for her hard work, dedication 
and friendship. Your kindness and 
understanding outweighs what is 
thrown at you in life. Your faith is 
strong and I love that about you. Keep 
being the special person you are and 
you will reap the rewards.   

To the Positive Health Solutions Case 
Managers - thank you, thank you, 
thank you…..having people like you to 
work with every day, makes it a 
pleasure to come to work. The unity 
we have is amazing, the caring and 
concern is beyond measure, I am truly 
blessed to work with such an amazing 
group of people.  

Debbie Haeger - it has only been a 
short time but you have fit right into 
our group. We are blessed to have you 
with us and look forward to things to 
come. Thanks for your hard work and 
patience. We got this!  

Bruce Broughton - what can I say….you 
are truly amazing. The hard work and  

dedication you give to your clients is 
commendable to say the least. You 
brighten our days with your smile and 
laughter. We are so blessed to have 
you in our “family”. The warmth and 
caring you give to each and every one 
of us is truly a blessing. Thank you my 
friend for everything!!!!  

Lisa Roeder - first of all, you need 
bubble wrap! It has truly been a 
blessing for me to have a friend like 
you. I look forward to our talks, 
whether good or bad, most every day. 
You are always there to listen or give 
advice and are truly a blessing to 
Positive Health Solutions as well as 
me. Stay healthy, please!!!  

Nicolette Lovingood - our friendship 
grows stronger all the time. Your smile 
and positive attitude is contagious. 
You are a great soul with a strong faith 
and I admire that so much. It is always 
a pleasure to see you each day and 
hear that “Good morning”. Thank you 
for brightening my days.  

Cathy Huntsman - the wild child… lol…
the singer, the dancer, the first to run 
amuck! LOL You are such a dear friend, 
thank you for having my back no 
matter the circumstance. Working 
with you is great! You are always there 
to lend a hand, give a comforting hug, 
or make someone laugh….you’ve got it 
all.  

Beth, Beth, Beth Clayton - wow girl, 
you wear me out just watching you 
work. Honestly, I have no idea how 
you keep everything together. You 
carry such a heavy load and still 
manage to keep your cool… most days 
that is, lol. You are so dedicated to 
your clients well-being and are always 
willing to go above and beyond. The 
same goes for your co-workers and 
family…..you are always there for 
them. You are truly an asset to 
everyone. Thank you for all you do. 

Mike Koperski - You have come so far 
and have done so well, awesome job! I 
know it is not always the easiest to 
deal with things in our department but 
you always manage to come out on 
top. Congratulations Mike on a job 
well done!!!! Thank you for always 
being there.   

Kimberly Rodgers - Here we are again, 
another year gone by and you are still 
giving it your all! You have such a 
special talent in dealing with our 
clients. You bring a sense of comfort 
when they are scared, you bring a 
sense of order when they are 
outraged, you have a gift that no one 
else has. We are truly blessed to have 
you with us. Keep your head up and 
your faith strong, we are all here for 
you too! Thank you Kimberly!  

 

Jill Jones - Your wit and humor bring a 
bright light to our department. Your 
stories are entertaining and bring us 
such enjoyment. You are well 
respected and admired for your hard 
work. Your clients as well as your co-
workers find you to be an amazing 
asset to Positive Health Solutions. 
Thank you for being so great!  

To The Blue Waves - Thank you for 
your dedication to Special Olympics 
this year!!! What an awesome team: 
Tracey Vogelsang, Jill Egizio, Amy 
Gregory, Joe Naidnur, and Bruce 
Broughton!!! 

Miss Molly Graham -You are such an 
amazing spirit. You are so full of life 
and all the time grabbing it by the… 
Your smile brightens my day when you 
are in Peoria, you are so much fun to 
work with! I am so blessed to know 
you. Many thanks for all the hard work 
you do.  

     _________________________ 

From Cheryl Perry:  

Cindy Skender - You are a breath of 
fresh air at the front desk to all those 
patients coming to see us. Thanks for 
serving on the CSEC committee. You 
are appreciated! 

     ________________________ 

     Is a CornDog by any other name  as SaWEET?  Ask for the CornDog by 

name  all over the world: Argentina - Panchuker; Australia - Dagwood Dog, 

Pluto Pup, or Dippy Dog; Canada - Pogo; S. Korea - Kogo! Celebrate National 

CornDog Day the first Saturday of NCAA Men’s Basketball Championship! 

     Thank You to the Pennsylvania Dutch for bringing to America in the 

17th century the Drechderkuche AKA the Funnel Cake.  Typically served 

with just powdered sugar it can also have layers of jam/jelly, cinnamon, 

chocolate, fresh fruit or even the kitchen sink!! 



                           

From Cheryl Perry: 

Kathy Slater - Thank 
you for taking the 
time to do the 
“Thank You book.”  
It is a lot of 
work.  Also, thanks 
for all your work on 
the CSEC council. 

We appreciate you at University 

Pediatrics.       ___________ 

From Lyn Apa Roth: 

I would like to extend a huge thanks 
to Jo Street-Blume, who has done a 
great job of helping the office in her 
first year. She has brought positivity 
and productivity, and is very 
enjoyable to be around.  During 
multiple situations Jo stepped up to 
the plate without hesitation or 
complaint. She has integrated into our 
tight-knit program naturally- and 
we’re very glad to have her  So, 
thanks Jo!!!   

     ________________________ 

From Diana Farrar: 

To my co-workers in and around 
Academic Affairs, who smile a friendly 
smile, lend a listening ear, give honest 
compliments, do acts of caring, and 
give an encouraging word, Thank You. 
I appreciate you and every kind act!  I 
look forward to many future pleasant 
interactions.    

     ___________________________ 

From Cheryl Perry:  

Stephanie Hull - Thanks for all your 
continued work with our clinic’s 
special kids.  

Kristy Papis - The sun shines when you 
are here in the clinic. Thanks so much 
for your dedication to our patients. 

     __________________________ 

From Jamie Hassall:  

Thank you, Maureen Wolfe! You have 
been a light in my life since the first 
day we met.  Thank you for: An ear to 
talk off  •  Laughing with me  •  
Always being  willing to help and then 
some  •  Understanding me (not an 
easy task)  •  Constant positivity and 
providing hope in all situations  •  
Being my good friend whom I 
absolutely adore  •  Eggs!  
Love you, Chicken Lady! ~Jamie xoxox 

     __________________________ 

From Penny “Pen” Halverson:  

A big thank you to Gracita, Suzy, 
Sondra, and Janice for all the hard 
work you do and going beyond! 

Thank you Kristy and Barb for the 
extra work you go to for the Girls’ 
Holiday Bash!  Thank you Kristy for 
morning coffee and Barb for trekking 
up for water when I am too lazy.  
Most of all, thank you both for your 
friendship.   

Thank you, Barb, for all your hard 
work in Purchasing.  I always know 
that you have it covered and really 
appreciate that.  Thanks, too, for 
listening!  

     _________________________ 

From Tina VanYzendoorn:  

Stacy Schlueter - for sharing your 
wealth of knowledge in an upbeat and 
positive way and always being ready 
for an early lunch! 

Kristi Hasty - for being so helpful to 
me during my first year at 
UICOMP.  It’s great sharing an office 
with you. 

Laureen Perkins - for being a great 
promotion packet mentor!  Thanks for 
taking complicated things and 
simplifying them. 

     _________________________ 

Life will show you masks that are 
worth all your carnivals.  

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

From Cheryl Perry:  

Bonny Darrow - The front desk could 
not run as smoothly without you. I so 
appreciate you. Your years of service 
and dedication to the college does 
NOT go unnoticed. 

     _________________________ 

From Mary Jean Dzurisin: 

Thank you to Kim Deets for always 
being helpful and cheerful, and for 
making an effort to give me plenty of 
time to complete projects. Your 
thoughtfulness is much appreciated. 

Thank you to Sondra Fox for putting 
up with short deadlines and 
incomplete printing files and always 
being helpful. 

Thank you to Drew McDowell for 
making website updates and 
uploading photos. I appreciate your 
timely help and pleasant attitude. 

A special THANK YOU to Tom Ryan for 
saving the day by fixing our poster 
printer. You go the extra mile to figure 
out a problem and find a solution. Our 
printer would have been unusable 
without your willingness to think 
outside the box. Your expertise and 
effort allowed us to continue printing 
posters and helped make Research 
Day a success. The entire 
administration, the research 
committee, the residencies, and the 
students owe you their gratitude. 

Life is like a carnival. The cotton 

candy is all of the sweet things in 

your life. The carnies are the 

unwanted junk. The rides represent 

all of the diversity and choices. And 

then there is the dunk tank a place 

where you can get all of your angry 

out just like your friends when you 

vent to them. ~Anonymous 



From Amanda Franklin:  

Stephanie Johnson – Thanks for 

being our fearless leader and always 

thinking about the good of the 

program and the children we serve.  

Carole Siefken – Thanks for all that 

you do to keep PRC running. 

Megan Hobson – Welcome to the 

team! You are a welcome 

ray of sunshine in our 

basement. I’m so glad you 

have become a part of 

PRC. Thank you for being 

so awesome! We are lucky 

to have you! 

Amanda Thomison – You 

are awesome! PRC is lucky 

to have someone so dedicated. 

Thanks for tolerating my mini rants! 

Thanks for being you! 

Kristin Lenover – Thank you for 

always being the smiling face (unless 

it’s really bad!) and your sense of 

humor. I truly appreciate your 

positivity.  

Catherine Moore – Thank you for all 

you do for PRC! We are lucky to have 

you! Thanks for always being you! 

Kim Alexander – Thank you for being 

you! You Rock! I could go on forever 

about how lucky I am to know you, 

but you know how I feel –    Thanks 

for putting up with me all these 

years! 

U Peds Staff – You all ROCK! We are 

lucky to have such a great office in 

Peoria! Thank you for always making 

my kids feel important and heard. 

You all do a great 

job! Thanks! 

Barb and Penny in 

Purchasing – Thank 

you for always 

putting up with my 

weird questions and 

situations. I truly 

appreciate having 

people I can call 

when I am stuck or need something 

ASAP. Peoria is lucky to have you 

both! 

Sondra and Suzy – The UICOMP Print 

Shop ROCKS! Thank you for being so 

awesome! Your work is spot on! 

Thank you! 

     ________________________ 

From Cheryl Perry: 

Connie Cranford - You are such an 
asset to our clinic. It certainly runs 
smoothly when you are here. Thanks 
for always covering for me. 

Kim Hauk - You are such a hard 
worker. I am so glad you are here. 
Thank you for all the referral 
expertise. 

Ginger Light - We will just call you the 
“Vaccinator”. Thanks for your hard 
work. It does NOT go unnoticed. 

     _________________________ 

From Deanna Silotto: 

Carrie and Amanda - Thank you for 
being great coworkers and great 
friends! 

Loni - You are amazing! Thank you for 
all of your help! I appreciate you!! 

Dean’s office - I have tremendous 
gratitude for each one of you! Thanks 
for everything you do!!    

     _________________________ 

From Sara Rusch: 

I would like to acknowledge the 

Dean’s Office staff for all that they do 

to support UICOMP’s many 

Departments and Missions. While 

everyone pitches in to make the 

office and the campus function, I’d 

like to highlight some special roles. 

Laureen is the resource for problem 

solving for those inside the university 

and also for our academic partners.  

She also keeps me on task (no easy 

job).  Her responsibilities are very 

broad and she is exceptionally 

knowledgeable about University 

policy.  Kristy manages complex 

faculty finances. Her fingers fly across 

a keyboard at amazing rates and 

without errors!  Dennis has taken 

over the visa processing as well as 

providing support to our Innovations 

in Rural Global Health.  He also 

patiently addresses the thankless job 

of getting faculty compliance with 

the ever-increasing number of 

required training modules.  Adam 

helps me with my medical student 

teaching activities and works with the 

Departments to assure compliance 

with all the hiring requirements.  

Together they make an exceptional 

team!   THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 

THANK YOU! 

I think there are people who are 
born storytellers. I think of 
someone like T. C. Boyle or 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez. I think 
really, without putting any 
pejorative on it, they're like 
carnival barkers, 'Come into the 
tent, and I'll tell you this story.'  ~ 
David Shields 



From Janet Dickson: 

Thank you, Shauna Larson!  For stepping up 
and helping the Hillcrest Clinic when we 
were short, you are AMAZING! 

Thank you Lesa Armstrong, for all of the 
work you do for Endo, and thanks for 
always bringing goodies into the clinic. 

Aimee Oliver, you do a great job by helping 
both our Gastro and Endocrinology 
departments! THANK YOU! 

Erica Duffy - your commitment and 
organization has been a blessing for the 
Neurology division, THANK YOU! 

Andrea Grant - THANK YOU for doing a 
wonderful job with our medical 
records!  You are AMAZING! 

Kim Frakes - THANK YOU for holding down 
the fort in our PDRC clinic. 

Josie Martinez - we are so lucky to have had 
you join our team this year!  You are a great 
asset to our clinic! 

Thank you, Stacy Boyd for always being 
ready to help, wherever help may be 
needed. 

Joe Newcomb - thank you for taking on the 
No Show challenge, your efforts have made 
a great improvement in our clinic flow. 

THANK YOU, Amanda Daily!  For diligently 
working all of the Gastro referrals! 

I would like to Thank Ashley Johnson for her 
flexibility, for always helping in any clinic 
that needs assistance.  

Stephanie Hornbuckle - you are the queen 

of multi-tasking, and a great problem 
solver! You do an AMAZING job! 

THANK YOU Bernie Rubio! You always 
committed to the statement of “patient 
first” 

Javelyn Mc Grain - your smile is infectious 
you are a great asset to the Hillcrest Team! 
THANK YOU! 

Vicki Helton - you do an amazing job at 
managing our busy front desk!  THANK 
YOU, for welcoming everyone who enters 
our door with a smile! 

Pam Williams - you do a great job!  Your 
years of experience is a great asset to our 
clinic, you are a true pleasure to work with! 

THANK YOU, Jess Kilper for join the Hillcrest 
team; you have been the perfect fit! 

Kim Alexander - thanks for everything!  You 
are an absolutely amazing manager, nurse 
and friend!  Thank you for all of your help! 

Jenny Johannes - the Department of 
Pediatrics is blessed to have such 
outstanding, organized, and dedicated 
administrator.  It is a true pleasure to work 
with you. 

Thank you, to the Hillcrest team!  This is an 
amazing group, who is dedicated to 
outstanding patient care.  This team 
possesses the abilities to solve and conquer 
any problem that might arise.  Such as 
moving to a smaller clinic space, which was 
a huge undertaking! With positive attitudes, 
each team member, pitched in and help 
design a plan, to make this a painless 
endeavor.   

The move was only one on the many 
hurdles that we face daily.  This team uses 
the same harmonization in all clinical issues, 
from scheduling, time management, upset 
children,  flow improvement and space 
issues (to name just a few) to insure a 
positive outcome for all of our 
patients.  This was proven this year during 
the Christmas season when they forfeited 
their own gift exchange, to buy toys for the 
clinic waiting room. 

These people, also truly care for one 
another, this is shown by their support that 
they give when a fellow team member 
endures a crisis, is sick, or celebration of a 
birth. They each pull together to show unity 
of their work family! 

I am proud to be a member of such an 
outstanding team, who represents the 
UICOMP organization proudly. 

From Dawn Roberts:  

Janelle Mounce -  Thank you so much for 
always being so supportive and 
encouraging.   It is a true 
blessing to have you as my 
office mate.   

Mary Durdel - Thank you 
for being such a great 
friend and for ALWAYS 
being there… It means the 
world to me.   

Shannon Doerr - Thank you 
for your encouragement 
and advice recently, I really 
appreciate it.   



From Meenakshy Aiyer: 

Greetings to staff in Academic and 

Student Affairs:  Thank you for all 

your hard work, dedication and 

commitment to medical student 

education.  I recognize that this year 

has been challenging yet 

rewarding.  We have expanded our 

class size, become a 4 year medical 

school campus, recruited faculty, 

renovated our learning spaces just to 

name a few of our 

achievements.  This could not have 

happened without each and every 

one. All of you have gone above and 

beyond to make this year a success!! 

The students are lucky to have you 

helping and supporting them.  

Looking forward to working with all 

of you next year!!! A toast to the best 

team on campus.  Thank you Joellyn, 

Karen, Valerie, Roxanne, Kim, Bonnie, 

Lois, Kristina, Diana, Mary Jean, 

Tammy, and Loni! 

     _______________________ 

From Shelby Miller: 

Pam and Vicki - Thank you for being 

the glue that holds everything 

together at the front of the 

house.  You guys are always thrown 

so much with so many changes and 

have done an amazing job navigating 

each and every one of them.   

Jen, Lauri, Kim G, Terry, Erica, 

Theresa, Ashley and Stephanie - To 

my office mates, when we moved 

from the 4th floor to the 2nd floor I 

know that there was a lot of 

hesitation about the new rooming 

arrangement.  I was personally 

nervous about having to share a 

space having had my own office for 

so long.  In the time we have been 

“living” together, I have felt so 

supported and welcomed by each of 

you.  I can always count on a great 

story or a good laugh to cheer me up 

if a day has been challenging.  I am 

truly so grateful that I have gotten to 

move in with you all.  Thank you for 

putting up with my crazy and 

becoming people I feel I can call not 

just co-workers or office mate but 

friends.   

Kim Alexander - I know that my role 

here is often confusing/always 

evolving which leads to a lot of 

questions and concerns.  I appreciate 

that I have a supervisor who makes 

time to listen and work through 

things with me.   I always feel that my 

concerns or opinions are 

heard.  Thank you for being so 

supportive and valuing me as an 

employee.     

     _________________________ 

From Bonnie Willis: 

I can’t say enough to staff in 
Academic Affairs.  Loni, Mary Jean, 
Joellyn, Karen, Valerie, Diana, Lois, 
Tammy, Roxanne, Kim,   I see the 
level of talent and dedication in each 
of you; and you are spectacular – 
each in your own way and as a group 
always having each other’s back.  
Thank you ladies for your support 
and commitment.  I am fortunate to 
work with you and appreciate your 
help. 

Thank you Debby Tucker.  You 
know...   

Penny, Barb, Laureen, Kristy, Adam, 
Dennis - - if nobody in the building 
realizes your patience and tolerance, 
they should now.  Thank you! 

Suzy & Sondra - can’t begin because 
it would take TOO long.  Thanks 
ladies. 

 Lynne and Shannon - I always 
appreciate your help and 
direction.  But for this past year - - 
many thanks!  I appreciate all you do 
for me and UICOMP. 

     _________________________ 

From Janelle Mounce: 

Dawn Roberts - Thank you for making 
every day brighter.  Your positive 
attitude cheers up the atmosphere in 
our office environment. I don’t know 
how I can show enough appreciation 
to a friend who has given me so 
much support, motivation, 
knowledge and insight!  Thanks for 
always being such an inspiration.  It 
seems like there will be no problem 
that you can’t solve.  I feel very 
fortunate for having a chance to work 
with an expert of your caliber, and I 
really value your friendship.   Thank 
you for everything!! 

Dawn Roberts, Stacey Webb, Jenny 
Doerr, Paula Hartweg and Marti 
Sokolowski - The biggest advantage 
of working with fun colleagues like 
you is that I don’t feel like I am 
working at all. Thanks for the smiles 
each of you bring each day, for the 
friendship you offer, the knowledge 
you share, and for the comradery of 
being a fantastic team.  You’re simply 
the best!! 

Living in New York always felt to 
me like living in the middle of a 
carnival. It never stopped. There was 
something very exciting about it. 

 ~ Sissy Spacek 



From Laureen Perkins: 

Kristy - thank you for all you do. I 
appreciate your positive attitude and 
your willingness to serve our office 
and the campus. You always give 
100% percent. YOU ROCK!  

Dennis - thank you for your 
willingness to take on difficult 
projects involving compliance. You 
do it with a calm spirit even when I 
know you are crazy inside. LOL  

Adam - thank you for sharing your 
knowledge of the hiring process with 
our departments. Our office 
appreciates your ability to make us 
laugh.  

Dr. Rusch - thank you for sharing 
another year filled with successes 
and challenges. You have 
accomplished so much during your 
tenure. You should be proud! 

HELP Group - thank you for all you 
do to keep our departments running. 
We appreciate your hard work!  

Mary - as always, thank you for my 
beautiful pup, Maci. She makes me 
smile each day when I get home.  

Lynne - thank you for being my 
sounding board and problem-solving 
partner. We are so lucky you joined 
our team.  

Suzy and Sondra - thank you for 
always being helpful. 

     _________________________ 

From Dawn Roberts: 

Paula Hartweg - We have worked 
together for a very long time, I am 
really going to miss you! Happy 
Retirement (don’t forget about us 
while you are out partying )! 

Stacey Webb - Thank you for being 
such a goofball and always making 
us laugh, you are awesome! 

Jenny - You are such a sweetie, 
thank you for being YOU!  

Marti- This last year was a tough one 
and we are SO happy that you are on 
the mend.  You are one of the 
toughest women I know!  We are 
blessed to have you in our 
department!  

Lois Hill - Thank you for being so 
helpful and encouraging.  I love 
working with you on CME  

     _________________________ 

From Dawn Roberts & Janelle 
Mounce: 

Dr. MJ Yadav - Thank you for always 
being so helpful and 
encouraging.  You always make it a 
point to include the staff and make it 

a point to let us know how 
appreciated we are.  You too are 
appreciated! 

Dr. Saurabh Bansal - Thank you for 
always showing how much you 
appreciate us.  You help make our 
day brighter!  

Dr. Ghaly Kerolus - Thank you for 
always being so kind and making it a 
point to see how our day is 
going.  Taking the extra time to do so 
is something we appreciate and 
value in you!  

Dr. Teresa Lynch - Thank you for 
being YOU! You are such an 
inspiration to those around you.  You 
always go the extra mile and show 
people that you truly care.   

Dr. Venkat Kakollu - Thank you for 
always including the staff and 
making it a point to see how we are 
doing.  We really appreciate that you 
take the time out of your busy day to 
do so.  

Dr. Rone Lin - Thank you for being so 
kind and considerate.  You always 
make it a point to be 
thoughtful.  You always make our 
day better!  

Dr. James Graumlich - Greetings: 
Permission is permanently granted 
for you to enter our office  (as long 
as you bring chocolate)!  Thank 
you for always being so helpful and 
polite. 

Drs. Lindahl and Pflederer - Thank 
you for being so kind and always 
being so willing to help.  We 
appreciate you very much!  

Dr. Emily Horvath - Thanks for all the 
fashion tips and your sweet smile! 

Dr. Sidney Palmer-Hill - Thanks for 
making us laugh all the time, you’re 
the sweetest!  

Trisha Stetzler - You are awesome. 
Plain and simple, AWESOME.   

     ________________________ 

From Deborah Lauseng, 
Regional Head Librarian: 

Staff of the Library of the Health 
Sciences, Peoria - With much 
appreciation, I would like to thank 
Gail, Chris, Karen, Carmen, and Emily 
for your devotion to quality 
customer service, your contributions 
toward implementing 24/7 library 
access, and your team efforts in 
improving the space for library 
users!  Thank you for sharing your 
areas of expertise and making the 
Library a welcoming place 
with  relevant resources and 
services.  It is a pleasure to work 
with such a dedicated and caring 
team!  

On this carnival ride, we close our 

eyes never knowing where it'll 

take us next.  ~ Carrie Underwood 

 

Though the carnival life gonna 

always shine, you can't turn back 

the time.  ~ Maria McKee 



From Mary Durdel: 

Nick Dennis - thank you for always 
coming to our rescue and doing it 
with a great attitude.  Maybe it was 
the chocolate in my candy bowl that 
brought you so quickly….LOL, either 
way, thank you and I will miss you.  I 
know you have left us in good hands 
and we look forward to working 
with Mike Bachmann!!   

Penny Halverson - thank you for 
your patience as I ask you countless 
contract questions.  I so appreciate 
you and enjoy your personality! 

Barb Staggs - TEM…….Thank you, 
thank you and thank you!!  Need I 
say more? I don’t know how you 
stay so positive working with TEM, 
but you do…..amazing! 

Lois Hill - Who knew you would be 
the perfect CME guru.  Thank you so 
much for your patience and 
dedication to keep all of us on the 
straight and narrow.  You do an 
amazing job and I appreciate YOU! 

Kristy Bushart, Dennis Driscoll, 
Laureen Perkins and Adam Yerian - 
thank you for answering my endless 
calls and emails with your polite and 
knowledgeable attitude.  I 
appreciate all of you! 

Suzy Witt and Sondra 
Fox - I am very thankful 
for your positive 
personalities. Your 
flexibility to complete 

short deadlines is 
much appreciated!  
You ladies are 
AWESOME to work with! 

Dr. Wynn - I am very 
excited to see what 
changes you will bring 
to our department as 
our new leader. Thank 
you for bringing your 
positive and infectious 
attitude to work every 
day. 

Jodi Frasure and Chris 
Menke - thank you for 
your hard work and 
dedication to the many things you 
do to make this department run so 
smoothly.  I enjoy working with 
both of you and consider myself 
very fortunate that we are on the 
same team. I appreciate both of 
you!!  

     ________________________ 

From Nicolette Lovingood: 

Kim Rodgers - Thank you for your 
passion and commitment to our 
clients and the cause.  You are a 
remarkable person!  Thanks for all 
you do. 

Bruce Broughton - Thanks for being 
the "Ray of Sun" that our staff 
needed to brighten things up.  You 
have definitely shifted the 
atmosphere in a good, positive 
way.  Keep doing what your 

doing.  Your the bomb! 

Cathy Huntsman - Your 
passion to 
best serve 

our clients 
is so 

great!  Thanks for 
helping me out a zillion 
times.  I really admire 
your get it done attitude 
and your ability to 

breakout into song.   

Jill Jones - You are one of 
the most compassionate 

and through case managers 
I have ever met.  To watch 
you interact with your 

clients makes me realize just why 
they love you so.  You truly love 
what you do and it shows.  Thanks 
for all you do. 

Beth Clayton - You are probably the 
most resourceful person I ever 
met.  Your strength is much to be 
admired.  I am glad I have you as a 
friend. 

Joe Naidnur - Your passion for 
serving our clients and living your 
truth at your age is so inspiring.  I 
know you are going to be force to 
be re-conned with as time goes 
on.  Thanks for being you. 

Molly Graham - Your bubbly 
personality and love for serving is 
going to take you far in your 
career.  Thanks for your dedication. 

Tracey Vogelsang - You are one 
smart lady.  You are a true advocate 
who puts actions behind her 
words.  Thanks for all you do for our 
clients and the community. 

Lynne Manley - Thank you for our 
conversations about family and 
life.....and your endless supply of 
chocolate.  Thank you for being a 
blessing. 

Christine Lubbers - Thank you for 
being my sound board and not 
judging.  Thank you for being my 
friend. 

Lisa Roeder - Thank you for giving 
me an opportunity, when my life 
was out of whack.  Doing that 3rd 
interview was the best decision of 
my life (inside joke).  It has been 
almost 3 years and I am still so 
grateful for the opportunity.  

Debbie Haeger - I am so thankful 
that you fit right in with our crazy 
crew.  It is so great to work with 
you! 

PHS Clinic - Thank you for all the 
work that you do with and for our 
clients. 

From Shannon Doerr: 

Thank you to Lynne… 
for your kindness and 
cheerfulness…  
it brightens my work 
days!  

 



                           

 From Jenny Johannes: 

-Cheryl Perry thank you for always 
being someone I can count on! It has 
been great working alongside you 
these last couple of years and getting 
to know you. I truly appreciate all 
you do for the clinic and the 
Department of Peds! 

-Kim Alexander thank you for all your 
hard work and dedication to the 
clinic! Words are not enough to 
show appreciation for all you do. I 
can’t imagine not having you here! 

-Janet Dickson thank you for all you 
do for the clinic and for me. I 
appreciate how you are always 
willing to help out in any way you 
can. You are a wealth of information 
and I am grateful for all you do!  

     _________________________ 

From Kathy Slater: 

Thank you to everyone who took 
time to show your appreciation of 
your co-workers, staff, and friends at 
the University of Illinois College of 
Medicine Peoria.  I requested to be 
in charge of the Staff Appreciation 
Week Thank You Booklet again this 
year because I find it rewarding and 
reassuring that there are so many 
grateful people thanking so many 
others that continue to give 110% of 
themselves every day.  I am humbled 
by your outpouring of goodwill and 
generosity of spirit to each other.   

To the wonderful people in the 
Department of Surgery - You make 
work a great place to be, and I’m 
thrilled to be a part of this team.  
Jennifer, you are a wonderful mentor 
with excellent advice and give as 
much as you expect from me.  
Marnie, your infectious laughter 
makes me want to be funnier, and 
your kind heart and empathy gets 
me through some tough quandaries.  
Linda, I’m glad we are over the rough 
spots. I promise to keep providing 
the one thing you respect the most, 
the truth.  Lorraine, thank you for 
being patient and kind, thoughtful 
and funny, empathetic and diligent.  
I love working with you while we try 
to figure out what that crazy 
computer did this time.   

My Co-Council Members in CSEC - If I 
had not been in CSEC, I wouldn’t 
have met you and gotten to know 
what truly wonderful, generous, 
thoughtful, funny, and hardworking 
people you are.  That would have 
been a true tragedy.  I would like to 
say to all of the people I worked with 
on last year’s council thank you for 
lighting the way and to Shari, Cheri, 
and Adam because they are still such 
valuable resources.  To this year’s 
council, it has been an honor and a 
privilege to be your Vice-President.  I 
hope I mustered up at least one 
tenth of the hard work that all of you 
have.  Thank you Christie P. and 
Kristi H. for being on the SFNB CSEC 

Team.   Together we rock the North 
Building! 

     ________________________ 

From Kira Healy: 

Thank you to everyone at PHS who 
has made an enormous difference in 
my life both at work, and outside of 
work.  You taught me so much, 
laughed with me at the lunch table, 
guided me through learning about 
working in health care for the first 
time, and became genuine 
friends.  You supported me through 
my decision to advance to a new 
position, despite the fact that I was 
reluctant and would miss you 
terribly.  Thank you for all the fun, 
the support through tough times, 
and the laughter… so much 
laughter!  All my best wishes and 
gratitude goes out to each and every 
one of you.  

A very special thank you must go out 
to Kathy Slater for keeping me sane, 
and holding down the CSEC fort 
while I was away on maternity 
leave.  You are the best “wingman” a 
prez could ask for!  You listen and 
encourage, and always with a 
smile!  Thank you for all you do! 

Thank you to the Pediatric 
Department Support Team for 
welcoming me into the folds and 
teaching me the ropes!  This has 
been an incredible learning 
experience for me and I am so 

grateful for this opportunity!  Thank 
you particularly to Stacy Schlueter, 
Kristi Hasty, and Cheri Mahony for 
answering all my endless questions 
as I continue to get acquainted with 
everything there is to do and 
know!  It’s been quite the adventure 
these first 5 months!  

Thank you very much to Suzy, 
Sondra, and Janice!  You are all 
stars!  I have never asked a question 
that you haven’t been able to 
answer (or find the answer to) and 
you are always so incredibly 
accommodating!  UICOMP is very 
fortunate to call you their own!  

     ________________________   

From Kira, the CSEC Prez: 

I would like to thank each of my 
fellow CSEC council members for 
their dedication, hard work, 
innovative ideas, and their humor.  I 
consider it a great privilege to work 
with a group that jives so well 
together, and can take a step back to 
put everything in perspective – 
remaining the happy, guiding lights 
when morale is low and stress is 
high.  Thank you Diana Farrar, Joe 
Newcomb, Shelby Miller, Cindy 
Skender, Christie Perry, Kristi Hasty, 
Christina Constantinidou, Dennis 
Driscoll, Terry Flynn, Nicolette 
Lovingood, and Kathy Slater.  I could 
not function without you all!  You 
really bring so much inspiration to 
the people around you. 


